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How do you like me now?"- Toby Keith 
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Looking to journey to places far away without leaving the 
country? The new Lawton Fort Silt Discovery Trail is your 
passport to adventure. You’Ll travel to five of the area s top 
Locations. From the bison and elk of the Wildlife Refuge, to 
tapping on drums at the Percussive Arts Society Museum, 
to the cultural history ol the region at The Museum of the 
Great Plains, you can anticipate excitement and explora- 
tion. Lawton Fort Sill— Passport to Discovery. 


629 SW C Avenue 
Lawton. OK 73501 
580.355.3541 
800.872.4540 
www.lcci.org 


Lawton 
Fort Sill 
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Scoliosis isn’t just for kids. 



Mary was 18 when diagnosed with scoliosis. As she grew older, the curve in her spine worsened, leading to a painful, 
obvious hump in her back and difficulty breathing. Mary was told her only options were pain medications and 
physical therapy, fn her late forties the situation became desperate. “After years of searching for treatment, I found help at 
Consulting Orthopedists in Dallas where I had spinal reconstructive surgery/' says Mary, now a 51 -year-old pediatric clinical 
nurse manager *1 am able to stand straight and without pain for the first time in decades. Although it has only been a short time 
since my surgery, I have returned to work full time." 


Consulting Orthopedists is a nationally and internationally known facility devoted exclusively to the treatment of severe 
scoliosis. We specialize in treating pediatric and adult spinal curves, revising previous scoliosis surgeries and managing pain 
caused by scoliosis. We are among a handful of facilities in the country, and work diligently to accommodate a variety of 
health plans. Help Is available. 



Specializing in Scoliosis Treatment 


www, consu Iti ng o rt h o ped i st s . com 

972,985.2797 ■ 1.888,781.5558 * 3900 West 15th Street, Suite 208 * Plano, Texas 75075 

We work with over 100 health care plans and offer concierge service. 
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On the Cover: Country 
superstar and Norman 
resident Toby Keith is 
Oitfohoma Today's 2003 
Oklahoman of the Year* 
Photograph by Richard 
McLaren for Shock 'N Y'alL 
Left, Arcadia Lake* 
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Glory Revisited 

Month after month, 
Oklahoma reenactors become 
v ritual so l d i e rs , red i scove ring 
battles won and lost long ago. 
By Kelly Crow 
Photography by Scott Ruffe 


2 > 



34 

Rebel With a Cause 

Move over, little dogs, a 
big old dog is moving in. 
Congratulations to the 
biggest hound of them all, 
2003 Oklahoman of the Year 
and country music superstar 
Ibby Keith. 

By Kathryn Jenson White 
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Sister Cities 

The common thread between 
two Wynne woods — one near 
the City of Brotherly Love, 
one a sleepy south-central 
Oklahoma town — may be 
as universal as a long, lonely 
locomotive whistle. |oin us for 
a trip down memory' lane for 
this writer and his mother* 

By A flam Buckley Cohen 
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Lizard Lounge 

An after-hours hobby that 
requires thousands of crickets 
and several hundred tanks? 
Welcome to UPS driver Jon 
Boones gecko haven* open 
24/7 in Sand Springs. 

By Chad Lore 
Photography by Scott Ruffe 
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CONTRIBUTORS 


From Edmond to the Big Apple, Neu> 
York Times freelance reporter Kelly 
Crow lias nor lost her Oklahoma roots. 
The former Oklahoma Today editorial 
intern and assistants scon- on Civil War 
reenactors ( tk Gloiy Revisited,” page 28) 
jolted her back to her Red Dire heritage. 
Crow, an Oklahoma Today contributing 
writer, was inspired by the women who 
still join in on the action, “I was glad to 
hear it, because 1 wouldn't mind firing a 
cannon, assuming ! could wear earplugs 
and a great pair of boots,** she says. Crow 
is a grad u a te of Col um b ia Un i vc rs i ty $ 
journalism master s program and worked 
tor the Edmond Evening Sun. 




An eleven-year reporter lor th cAlva 
Review Courier, Kansas transplant Helen 
Barrett enjoys her Oklahoma Today 
assignments. Writing for lIk- magazine, 
she says, “gives me a chance to introduce 
readers to a sometimes-overlooked 
jewel in Oklahoma s diverse landscape.’ 1 
Barretts profile of the Cowboy ( Till and 
Whittets Grocery in this issue (“No- Frills 
Dining,” page 24) certainly fits the bill. 
She says, “Listening to Billy and Hoy 
Wbitcct raik about their lives in this little 
northwest Oklahoma town gave me a 
new appreciation for my adopted home 
state," Barrett, married forty years, has 
rh fee ch il d ren , eigh i g rn n dch i Id ren , a nd 
“a spoi led coc ker spa n iel na med Mo/a rt , ” 


“1 love my job because every day I am 
challenged to think creatively and grow as an 
editor," says Oklahoma Today associate editor 
Brooke Demetz, who hails from Fort Worth 
but graduated from the University of Okla- 
homa in May 2003. “For two years during 
elementary school, I lived in Tulsa, enough 
time for Oklahomans to influence me to go 
to OU and convert to a Sooner" Demetz 
started at the magazine as an intern in July 
2001 and eventually became an editorial as- 
sistant in September 2001 , Named associate 
editor in July 2003, Demetz is responsible 
for all images appearing in the magazine and 
works closely with the magazine's approxi- 
mately thirty' tree lance photographers and 
seven stock agencies. She lives in Oklahoma 
City* with her cats Daisy Mae and Willow. 
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MEET OKLAHOMA 


Her name is Stephanie YViserter* Married* Lour kids. Church 
member* School volunteer, Deans List in college, Positions in 
her I S-vvar aviation industry career; assembler, inspector, on 
the job trainer, CQI coordinator* lead trainer, staff trainer* 
Today at MldAiuerica Industrial Park - she is the Manner 
of (raining Document Coni ml lor a di vision of the world’s 
largest provider o\ aircraft wiring systems* 

St e | >1 uni ie is jusl one part of Oklahoma's most treasured 
resources mir people. Those men and women that make our 
state great* Individuals that exemplify our native strengths ul 
tenacity; integrity, and ingenuity. 

Like many other economic development organizations in 
Oklahoma, we are tasked with recruiting new industries to our 
state* IPs a complex and difficult job trying to convince a husk 
mss to locate their operations here* Bui, it becomes a whole lot 
easier when they meet someone like Stephanie- 


a Snutvna USA Croup SuhsidiatA, k one of over ftii firms iijVMting at MidAmerfra, 
t'or nn tv infi unTi.uk ot iihmii ns, please visit: uww.nuijxcumi 


AVI tnJu^md 1'jrk 






Poetically ond historically, although we may exist in the present, oil of us live in the past/' 

— E,H. McCune, in American Parade 



Editor's Letter 




HISTORY PARADE 


I BRTNGTHE B( >0K CLOSE TO MY FACE AND BREATHE DEEPLY THE PAGES 
smell just like the little house at 2605 Columbus: antique, dean, body powder 
loose in the vanity drawer* I remember happiness, respect, and love, and I am almost 
heartbroken by the rush of memory: The man who wrote this book, born seventy-six 
years before me, I will never know again in this lifetime. Bui through his written legacy* 
1 will always have a lasting understanding of him . 

I’m holding my grandfather s book, American Parade, Volume Two: Last Fifty Yean 
of Our Bicentennial (In Vmd Verse), the third of his four books and the one he officially 
dedicated to my sisters, hrorher, and me, l ie gave us each a copy on Christmas in 1976, 
the year the book was published by a small press in Muskogee. "'To l ouisa, from Pop,” 
he wrote on rhe first page. 

American Parade, Volume Two, my copy as pristine as the day he gave it to me, is a 
history of America from Roosevelt to Nixon, written entirely iti poetry. To explain 
his method, Pop—E.H. McCune, PhD- — wrote in his introduction, “Poetry may 
continue to get along without history; but history without poetry is dry and uninter- 
esting.” Hie notion of modern American history organized by presidential administra- 
tion and written in rhyming couplet seems a bit silly at first blush. But the writing turns 
out ro be both educational and entertaining, just as Pop had hoped. I d never heard 
about tlie plan to cause Japans “unconditional surrender" during World War II. Here’s 
Pops take on those events: 

From Cairo they traveled to Teheran, Imn/To further discuss and work out 
a phwl Concerning the problems of peace and war/ Bet ween both enemy and 
conqueror/Stalin of Russia met with the two/ Roosevelt and Churchill and 
together they drew/ Up the Teheran Declaration with impunity /To work 
together in unity 

Eve always ch ought of my grand fa rhe r. who died in 1 984 when 1 was thirteen, as 
a dear old patriarch with a big mole on his neck who lived with my large and loving 
grandmother, Gaggy, in Muskogee; a man who loved playing dominoes with his 
grandkids, a high school principal and school superintendent who was once Pretty 
Boy Floyds basketball coach in Saif i saw. In truth, he was an intellect, a poet, a scholar, 
a romantic, and a farmers son who rebelled against his own father when he chose aca- 
demia over farm life. 1 understand more of him now- — and I will learn more a s 1 read 
his books — tit rough living his history, reading his words, and writing my own. 

Even' issucof Oklahoma Today is an exploration into who we are. This January/ 
February 2004 edition does so no less than our other issues, and readers will see that 
most dearly in our story on the eight hundred Civil War reenactors who gather week- 
ends to role-play our country's foray into national suicide. These individuals, many 
descendants of Civil War soldiers, are endeavoring to experience their roots in living 
detail. What was it like to have victory on a battlefield where so many lives were taken? 
What was it like to have been an Oklahoma poet, a husband and lather and historian 
in Depression-era Oklahoma? We out only know the answers by reaching into our 
past Like hands in a cookie jar, the pleasures are many 


IN LIVING COLOR: THE OKLAHOMA TODAY STAFF 
Top row: Kathy Fugate, office manager; Joan Henderson, 
publisher; Tammy Conoughty, customer service special- 
ist. Middle row: Lisa Breckenridge, accountant; Colleen 
McIntyre, production manager; Steffie Corcoran, senior 
editor. Bottom row: Charfy Arnold, editorial assistant; 
Louisa McCune, editor in chief; Laura Beam, account 
executive; Kim Ryan, account executive; Brooke 
Demetz, associate editor. The staff was photographed 
on November 17, 2003, by John Jernigon in the lobby 
of the Colcor d Building in Oklahoma City, where the 
Oklahoma Today offices ore located. 
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Song of White Bear 


Limited Edition of 500 


Now available as a limited edition fine art print, Mike Larsen's 
Song White Bear, from the Ok!ahoma~An Honoring series. This 
powerful 22" x 30" image is printed on heavy paper stock with 
an exterior dimension of 26" x 35". $165 signed, $95 unsigned. 


(405) 521-2496 or (800) 777-1793 • oklahomatoday.com 



"Style is not something applied. It is something that permeates," 

— ‘Wallace Stevens 


F eed Back 


Style Matters 

Oklahoma Today, cake a bow! The elegant 
cover portrait of Maria Tallchief opened the 
curtain for your “Women of Style” section 
( Nove m be ti Dece m b e r 20 03 ) . 

Both Maria and Tc Ata have been des- 
ignated Oklahoma Cultural Treasures, 
and recently, Leona Mitchell was named 
an Oklahoma Cultural Ambassador by 
Governor Brad Henry. Her magnificent 
singing resounded in the beautiful Capi tol 
rotunda filled with guests attending the 
2003 Governors Am Awards* 

Focusing the spotlight on these and other 
enormously talented Oklahoma women 
helps raise pride in our state by " claiming" 
those who have achieved national and in- 
ternational lame. 

*' B rava” fo r yo u r s plend id p u b 1 ica t i on — a 
showcase for Oklahoma's excellence. 

Betty Price 
Executive Director 
Oklahoma Arts Council 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


Worth the Wait 

[ am a native Oklahoman now living 
in Indiana* 1 enjoy Oklahoma Today so 
much and look forward to receiving the 
magazine. In fact, 1 start having with- 
drawals before the next one comes, 

Sharon Kowalski 
SOUTH 8 END* INDIANA 



From Down Under 

I love reading each issue even more now 
since IVe moved to Texas* The stories and 
photographs are refreshing and vivid, 

1 especially enjoyed * Cab in Fever” 
(September/October 2003). It truly refects 
Oklahoma's magnificence and perfectly 
represents southeastern Oklahoma* Thank 
you so much* 

Anne Schlesselman 
DALLAS. TEXAS 

Cornhusker Cowboy 

I was born in Stillwater and now reside 
in Nebraska. My dad gave me an Okla- 
homa Today subscription for a gift* 1 can't 
wait to read it from cover to cover — usu- 
ally the day I receive it. 

Thank you very much for the wonder- 
ful magazine. 

Kathryn E, Smalley Milligan 
WAYNE, NEBRASKA 

Bluegrass Love 

When I was in high school at Putnam 
City back in the early Seventies* there was 
a wonderful music store in Oklahoma 
City called Backstage Music. Some of the 
greatest bluegrass musicians in the country 
worked there or hung out there* Most of 
these guys had to leave Oklahoma to make 
a living. It's great to see Byron Berimes 
International Bluegrass Festival and the 
Woody Guthrie Folk Festival promoting 


roots music and dubs like the Blue Door 
booking Oklahoma acts. 

1 like your magazine so much* 1 quit 
subscribing to the Texas equivalent when 
they started putting perfume ads in it and I 
could tell the mail was here by my nose. 

Keep up the great work. 1 realty miss 
God's country. 

Joe Hoch 

TEMPLE, TEXAS 

Lady of the Lakes 

Last May, 1 attended the OWF1 writers 
conference held in Oklahoma City at the 


MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

Because incorrect images were supplied to 
Oklahoma Today , the magazine inadvertently 
published a photo of French ballerina Yvette 
Chauvire in its "Women of Style" feature. The 
image, appearing on page 38 af the November/ 
December 2003 issue, should hove been of 
prima ballerina Mario Tallchief. Our apologies 
to Ms. Tatkhief, 

Congratulations! Six lucky readers are win- 
ners of recent "Where Are You?" contests. Ketsie 
Goochey of Blackwell, Cathie Rose of Edmond, 
and Don McKee of Honob fa were September/ 
October 2003 winners; and Wendy Stockton of 
Sapulpo, Rhonda Baptiste af Chandler, andjudi 
Linville of St. Louis, Missouri, won the November/ 
December 2003 contest. 


WHERE ARE YOU? 

| AN OKLAHOMA TODAY CONTEST 

£ Spooky slumber meets metaphysical manifestations in this mortuary-tumed-mysteri- 
ous guest mansion* Doused in drama, visitors of this rest haven's town con explore a 
stringed museum or hop on a historic trolley tour. Savvy sleuths should consult their 
Oklahoma Today Guide to Hotels, Inns, and Bed & Breakfasts for clues. 

Mail entries fo Oklahoma Today, Attn; "Where Are You?" 1 5 North Robinson, Suite 
1 00, Oklahoma City, OK 73 1 02, or send responses to editorial@oklahomatoday.com. 
Entries must be received by January 10, 2004. Three winners, drawn from all correct 
entries, will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt* 

The light display at Rhema Bible College in Broken Arrow was the answer to lost 
issue's "Where Are You?" contest. 
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Embassy Suites Hotel one of the hest confer- 
ences I attend each year. At dus conference, 1 
found an old issue of your magazine. 

For three years, [ was editor of two news- 
papers, and 1 understand how hard it is to put 
together a publication like yours, fr is won- 
derful! The pictures of the Oklahoma lakes 
(“And Still die Waters Run,” May/June 2002) 
were so thought provoking, I have created a 
fictional story that will soon be published 
based on the photos * 

Thank you for your beautiful magazine. 

Elaine Coleman 

WINTERS, TEXAS 


Okiohoma Todajr welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing and 
must include name, address, and a daytime 
phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma To- 
day, Altn: Editor, 15 North Robinson, Suite 
1 OO, Oklahoma City, OK 73102, or fax to 
(405] 5 22-45 88. Address electronic moil to 
I e lters@okla h o m a tod ay .co m . 
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Experience the Excellence... 
Experience Edmond* 


vome to Edmond for sports, family fun, great 
dining and year-round cultural events. You are sure 
to enjoy a stay in one of Edmond’s luxurious hotels 
or an exclusively elegant Bed & Breakfast. Over 200 
challenging holes of golf and a Variety of outstanding 
sports venues add to the excitement of Edmond for 
leisure visitors and event planners 
Public art and Art tor 
the young at heart are all 
pa rt of a visit to Edmond 
Come for a visit today 
and enjoy spring in a city 
where life-size bronze 
statues cavort on almost 
every corner in the heart 
of Edmond's downtown 
shopping district* 

Unique and eclectic shopping 
PLUS a plentitude of fine 
dining make your 
stay a real joy* 


Call or write for your free 

Edmond Visitors Guide 
and/or Edmond Sports 
Facility Guide Today! 


T7DMO 


CONVENTION &J 
■ VISITORS BUREAUS 

825 E. 2nd Street, Suite 100 
Edmond, OK 73034 
(405) 341-4344 

nr visit our website at: 
www.visitedmondok.com 


LETTERS 


9 


MARKETPLACE 


"In Oklahoma, beef jerky is so popular that businessmen keep it in their drawers 

and use it to negotiate deals — Mark Garvey 



MEAT 


MAR 


It's never too late to discover 
your inner carnivore. 

By Ja'Rena Smith 
Photography by 
John Jernigan 


Deer Me ► 

Lean, spicy, and low in 
sodium are hallmark traits of 
Honey Hill Farms venison 
jerky Fallow deer meat, says 
owner jo Logan, is a mild- 
flavored alternative co beef 
jerky. The Guthrie- based 
Firm makes their traditional 
jerky from the fallows hind 
leg and die jerky sticks from 
ground meat. “It is amazing 
how much variety there is," 
Logan says. S 1 -S4. Available 
ar the Beef Jerky Emporium 
or from Honey Hill Farm. 

Honey Hill, (405) 341-5499, 


Spice Is Nice ► 

Although pigs are often associ- 
ated with their girth, the thinness 
of Ralphs pork jerky makes it 
stand out from the traditional 
beef jerky. Spiced with the same 
recipe used for the beef jerky 
there may be a new animal 
favorite in town. Ralphs offers 
traditional beef and pork jerky 
and Mexican bandit beef jerky 
which, says deli manager Wes 
Beane, is “stepped up a little in 
the heat level." Ralphs Packing 
Company located in Perkins, 
has been in business since 1959, 
$1.45421, (405) 547-2464. 






Flat Fantastic ▼ 

Thin and velvety brown, Mikes Famous Beef 
jerky of Chickasha is the epitome of tender, 
mini i cki ng a we 1 1 -coo ked s teak . M i ke 
Palesano has been making the popular snack 
since 19B5, selling it out of his grocery store. 
44 It pretty much outsold everything I had,” 
he says. Palesano knew the jerky business 
was a winner when he opened a drive- 
through and sold $150 worth of beef jerky 
in one dav. $3-522, (405) 224-4040. 
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In the Buff ► 

Oklahoma, home of the 
buffalo, is also home to 
buffalo jerky. Thanks to the 
Wichita Buffalo Company 
in Hinton, Oklahomans 
can now sink their teeth 
into thick buffalo jerky 
and sausage. Owner 
Sandra Stepp says that 
once people taste the jerky, 
which has a deep purple 
color, they nearly always 
return for more. Buffalo 
jerky and peppered buf- 
falo snack sticks, 5 1 .30- 
, $2.25. (405) 850-4156; 
dys p ri tigs farms . com . 


Self-Made Meat ► 

Nearly seven years ago, tired of 
scouring scores for beef jerky that 
fit her taste buds, Lynn Fesper- 
man of Fespermans Beef jerky 
near Okmulgee decided to take 
the situation into her own hands. 
She began developing recipes 
for the thick beef cuts, each 
with a hint of brown sugar, 

Fes perm an says the response 
from family and friends 
was so positive* she decided 
to start selling the low-carb 
treats, $248. (918) 733-2076; 
fes perm a n sbee fj erky* com. 


The Real Deal ▲ 

In 1976, Robertsons Ham revolutionized the industry 
after making a salty business deal with Loves stores. 
Today Robertsons “Red" Beef Jerky, made with 
hickory smoked lean beef, is sold in Loves stores na- 
tionwide. Beef Jerky Emporium owner Mark Garvey 
says its impossible to discuss Oklahoma jerky without 
mentioning Robertsons* With five Robertsons stores 
in two states, the products are easy to find, $1.99- 
$19.95, (800)654-4012; robertso aha m s.co m , 


One for the Boys 

Jr's a pepper parade on the 
whole cuts of beef used to make 
Boise City's No Mans Land Beef 
Jerky. The crushed red peppers 
rest securely in each crevice of 
beef* Owner Britt Smith says 
rhe family business has shipped 
more than four thousand bags 
ro soldiers overseas during 
rece nr m i I i tary operat io ns . 

"Its just a way to show our 
appreciation for 
them. Smith says, 
in hot and 

15*46420.79, 

) 544 - 2038 ; 

m 1 beef] erky.com. 


Mall Jerk 

If rhe western 

doesn’t hit 
when you walk 
the Beef Jerky 

at North park 
Mall in Oklahoma City, 
the plethora of dried 
meats, left and below, 
will. Lining the walls bang 
some two hun- 
dred selections of 
the popular treat. 

I From salmon jerky 
J to elk jerky to 
I thick turkey jerky, 
owner Mark Gar- 
vey says the Em- 
porium has it all. 
"We want as much 
quality in the store 
as we can get/* be 
says. When the 
“jerky guys” would 
not consolidate, 
Garvey says, he 
stepped in, and he 
does not play fa- 
vorites, <l We hang 
them right by each 
1 other,” he says. 

(405) 7514275; 

tbje.com* 
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Official Record 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Bombing 


The Revised Edition 


An updated edition of the Special Memorial Issue of Oklahoma Today is 
now available. Call today to reserve your copy of this critically acclaimed 
issue for only $9.95, plus $4 for shipping and handling. Major credit cards 
accepted. This expanded edition will not be included with regular 
subscriptions to Oklahoma Today , 


Call toll free 1-800-777-1793 

Or order online at www.oldahomatoday.com 



LViE^E CWOt, BQSf:OG BCTTCIES .IQHN 


"Coaching is competitively addictive. It gets in your blood r especially 

— Kelvin Sampson, in The 


if you win, " 

Oklahoman 



"Should au!d 
acquaintance be 
forgot,, hmm hmrn 
hmm hmm hmm 
hmm hmm," Happy 
new year I 


Two days left of 
a heartwarming 
Father-daughter show 
at City Arts Center 
in Oklahoma City. 
Catch John M. and 
Melanie Seward's An 
Enduring Spirit : Pho- 
tographs of Persons 
in Hospice Care. 


The Ford Center 
has your hoops 
covered, hosting 
the All-College Bas- 
ketball Tournament 
in Oklahoma City, 
Featuring OU, GSU, 
Princeton, and SMU. 
The day long event 
tips off at 10 a.m. ▼ 


Get a huge head 
start on 2004 
holiday shopping. 
Today is your Iasi 
chance to buy 
Oklahoma-made 
holiday gifts and 
decorating items at the 
Firehouse Art Center 
in Normon ]-5 p.m. 


Movie magic] Take 
a break from Ihe cor- 
porate megaplexes 
and flash back to the 
renovated historic 
Center 3 Theatre in 
Vim fa. This theatre 
was built in the 
1920s and shows 
first-run flicks. 


Tell me more, lell 
me morel For one 
thing. Grease is in 
T-Town January 6- 
1 1 . Frankie Avalon 
even stars as "Teen 
Angel" in this Celeb- 
rity Attractions event. 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center, 7:30 p.m. 


If you're still in Tulsa, 
stop by the fair- 
grounds la see the 
Chili Bowl, begin- 
ning today. Indoor 
"midget" auto races 
and a trade show 
should keep you 
entertained. Through 
Saturday. 


Tonight, drop by the 
opening recep- 
tion for Oklahoma 
Today contributing 
photographer John 
Jernigan's one-man 
show, running 
through March 1 5 
in the first floor north 
gallery. 5-8 p.m 


Take your happy 
hide to Pauls Volley 
today and adopt 
a wild horse at the 
Bureau of land Man- 
agement Adoption 
Center's Wild Horse 
and Burro Adoption 
Day. 10 o.m. 


The University of 
Oklahoma is hosting 
this year's Special 
Olympics Winter 
Games, Some 1 ,800 
athletes will compete 
in events like bas- 
ketball, volleyball, 
and bowling through 
Sunday. 


The Bartlesville 
Symphony Orchestra 
is joining with the 
Choral Society fa 
perform Daniel 
Bukvich's concert 
The Journals of Lewis 
and Clark at the 
Community Center fn 
Bartlesville. 8 p.m. 


The Gardiner Art 
Gallery ol OSU is 
hosting the Benjomin 
Ha r jo Jr. Art Show 
beginning today. See 
this graduate's best 
work right around ihe 
corner from Eskimo 
Joe's. Through Febru- 


The plains are alive 
with the sound of 
Stephen Sondheim's 
music. Northwestern 
Oklahoma State 
University in Alva 
presents an Evening 
of Song — Sondheim 
at 8 p.m. 


Want the perfect 
home and garden? 
The Oklahoma City 
Home and Garden 
Show is at the Stale 
Fairgrounds January 
16-18, Gel tips From 
experts including 
Trading Spaces' 
Frank Brelec. 


Today is Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, 
and Muskogee is 
your destination with 
a celebration that 
includes □ parade 
and arts and crafts. 

4 p.m. 


The NSU Center for 
the Performing Arts 
in Tahlequah is host- 
ing Lazer Vaudeville: 
Post and Present, 
Juggling, acrobatics, 
magic, and block 
lights spell entertain- 
ment for the whole 
family. 7:30 p.m. 


It's International Gour- 
met Coffee Month, 
and Oklahoma has 
plenty of companies 
to indulge your jova 
passion, including 
Endo's Coffee Roast- 
ery in Stillwater For 
a tasty [alt, try their 
espresso blend. ^ 


Tonight at the Civic 
Center, Glen Camp- 
bell joins the Oklaho- 
ma City Philharmonic. 
Remembered for 
his covers of Jimmy 
Webb classics like 
"Wichita Lineman," 
Campbell never goes 
out of style. 


Happy Chinese new 
year! Horse, dag, 
tiger? Usher in the 
Year of the Monkey 
by discovering your 
own ptace on the 
Chinese calendor. 


If you haven't had 
enough of the Civic 
Center, check out 
"Be a Clown I" with 
a parade of clowns, 
down school, and 
circus music. You'll 
be squirting woter 
from your shirt Flower 
in no time. 1-3 p.m. 


Oklahoma guitarist 
Edgar Cruz will be 
at the Oklahoma 
City Community 
College's Theatre ^ 
today, ploying a 
selection of his 
favorite works. 


Race to the Price 
Tower Arts Center 
in Bartlesville, car 
lovers. The Art of 
the Alfa Romeo is 
in town . Plen ty of 
cars and art will get 
your motor running. 
Through February 8 


You may not know 
that the lost Friday 
in January is Fun ol 
Work Day, Bring a 
spirit of merriment 
to TGlf by pocking 
a whoopee cushion 
In with your sand- 
wich and apple. 


Hang on to your 
hotsl D&G Barrel 
Productions presents 
borrel riding at the 
Grady County fair 
grounds in Chic ka- 
sha. Yesterday and 
today. 


SUNDAY 


THURSDAY 


DNESDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 
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Oklahoma Gifts 





Oklahoma State Trivet 

A Frankoma Pottery exclusive. 
8 V 4 " x 5 V:' r Available in Black, 
Green, Blue, & Ecru. 

$10.00 ($6.00 S&H) 


State Seal Coasters 
A Frankoma Pottery exclusive. 
Black only, 3 s /i' diameter. 

Set of 4, $24.00 ($8,00 S&H) 


Oklahoma State Flag 

100% nylon 3' x 5" 
£35.00 ($6.00 5&H) 


Stwg of White Bear 
Limited edition fine art print 
by artist Mike Larsen. 

26 u x 35" (Image area 22" x 30") 
$95.00 unsigned, $165.00 signed. 
($10,00 S&H) 




State Seal Brooch 
1 'Vi*," diameter. 

Style F. See page 21 for 
available colors and styles. 
$25,00 each ($6.00 S&H) 


Oklahoma Video 
Celebrate the Oklahoma 
spirit. 57 minutes. 

$14.95 ($4.25 S&H) 


Lapel Pins 

Route eeiVti'* 7 /*) 
Capitol Dome P/«" x 1") 
State Seal PA" diameter) 
$3.00 each ($1,75 S&H) 


To order, call us toll free Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, at 1 - 800 - 777-1 793 





FT. HALRH 


' Presidents become great, but they hove to be mode presidents first/ — Will Rogers 


Februa ryHearts 



Three Rivers Museum 
in Muscogee will 
get your monih off 
lo a historical start 
with the fn Black and 
White exhibition. 
Early photographers 
capture the spirit of 
America's pioneers 
through February 29. 


This Monday doesn't 
have to be the usual. 
Toke time today to 
wander in downtown 
Oklahoma. City. With 
booming nightlife, 
great restaurant*, 
and Bricktown, you 
may be surprised at 
what it has to offer. 


Get to know bfock 
history better this Feb- 
ruary with a visit to 
the And They Called 
Us Colored exhibit at 
the Nigh University 
Center at University 
of Central Oklahoma 
in Edmond, Through 
February 25. 


In the mood for 
something patriotic? 
Head to Bartlesville 
Community Center 
tonight for the U.S, 
Novy Bond Concert. 
God bless Americol 
7:30 p.m. 


Most of us can relate 
to a tragic love story, 
and Tulsa Ballet has 
you covered with 
Its performance of 
Giselle tonight at the 
Tulsa Performing Arts 
Center. 8 p.m. 


Satisfy your sweet 
tooth at Norman's 

Chocolate Festival. 
With samples and 
tasting sessions, 
this rich event also 
features chocolate 
art, Hint: Wear 
loose-fitting clothing 
1 1 a.m.-3 p,m. 


Take some time 
today lo gel your 
special someone 
that perfect 
Valentine's Day 
gift. Try Marta 
Roes so Iso, made 
in Enid, to spice 
up the big night. 


Broken Arrow Com- 
munity Theatre's pro- 
duction of Barefoot in 
the Park, o comedy 
about feuding new- 
lyweds, is perfect for 
the month of love, 
Tomorrow through 
Sunday. Tonight's 
performance, 8 p.m. 


It's Valentine's Dayl 
Tonight, take your 
sweetheart out for an 
intimate candlelight 
dinner and sit next 
to, rather than across 
from, one another, 


the beat goes on 
tonight. OSU's 
percussion ensembles 
per Form on com pus 
□I 8 p.m. at the Sere- 
tea n Center Concert 
Hall. $5. 


Love remains in the 
air in Enid. The Enid 
Symphony Orchestra 
features violinist Kath- 
erine Wolfe perform- 
ing Finnish composer 
Jean Sibelius' violin 
concerto, Definitely 
romantic, 2 p.m. 


Celebrate President s 
Day by reviewing 
statements of these 
influential individuals 
in their inaugural 
addresses, posted 
on OU's College 
of Low website, 

Jaw, ou.edu /hist. 


The National 
Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum is 
packing heal with The 
Art of American Arms 
Makers, The exhibit 
features hunting irrv 
ages by famous artists 
used os advertising. 
Through May 1 6. 


Beginning today, 
Oklahoma City's 
Civic Center Music 
Hall hosts the notional 
Broadway tour of epic 
love story Miss Sai- 
gon , Through Sunday, 
Tonight's performance, 
7:30 p,m. 


Boskets, pointings, 
and pottery, oh 
my I The Cherokee 
Heritage Center 
in Tahlequah is 
showcasing works 
by Cherokee artisans 
this month. 


The Tulsa Ballet raises 
the roof on their larg- 
est annual Fundraiser 
today, the Tulsa Ballet 
Dinner ond Auction 
The Moulin Rouge 
theme, fun afmo 
sphere, and auction 
make For a festive 
evening. 7 p.m 


The Myriad Botanical 
Gordon* becomes 
a fun zone with the 
H2-OH! Fountains 
Galore I exhibit. 

The Crystal Bridge 
will overflow with 
fountains during this 
wet ond wild exhibit. 
Through July 6. 


It's Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of 
Lent, a period lo 
reflect an the past 
year and prepare For 
Easter Today, con- 
sider where you've 
been ond, more 
importantly, where 
you're going. 


High school bas- 
ketball Is winding 
down, but the stokes 
ore heating up. 
Check to see if your 
alma mater or local 
team is ploying in a 
regional tournament, 
then head out and 
show your support. 


For a new 

spin on fun, - v, 

consider 

Alabaster * 
Caverns State 1 
Pork's Bat 
Education Days, 
yesterday and 
today in Freedom. 
9 o.m.-A p.m, 


Take the extra Leap 
Year day to check 
out the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum 
of Natural History's 
exhibit of reptiles 
and amphibians of 
the Amazon. 


- GENERAL- ^ 

MERCHANDK-,. 


Winchester* 
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• Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge 

• Bird Watching Areas 

• Crystal Digging, Cherokee 

• Children's Fishing Pond 

• Great Salt Plains Park 

• Byron Fish Hatchery 

• Byron Watchable 
Wildlife Area 

• Nature Park at Cherokee 

• Outdoor Classroom at 
'Medford 

• Twister Museum, Wakita 

• Alfalfa County Museum, 
Cherokee 

• Original Sod House, Aline 

• Alabaster Caverns Park 

• Little Sahara, Waynoka 

• Cherokee, an Oklahoma 
Main Street Community 


Your home base for Great Salt Plains Day Trips 
Homdoum Hospitality i AAA-RiileJ I NoiJ-smoir/'mj Available 

1720 S. Grand, Cherokee • (580) 596-2828 


Dine at TOKtt OlUllUYl 

Finest Steakhouse in Northwest Oklahoma 

1710 S. Crand t _Chctukcc *_(5 80) 596-2882 


For further information contact: 

GREAT SALT PLAINS ASSOCIATION 
III S. Grand / Cherokee, OK 73728 
580-596-3053 / www.greatsaltplains.com 



Stephen holmwtulsa 



Deep Freeze 

Lace up for some instate rivalry between the 
Central Hockey Leagues Oklahoma City 
Blazers and Tulsa Oilers. Pictured* Oiler 
Derek Ton inato is upended near Blazer goalie 
Aren Miller in a December 2002 matchup in 
Tulsa. That night, the Oilers prevailed, 3-L 
The first two months of 2004, the battles are 
sure to be fierce as the two teams foce off Janu- 
ary 1 0 and February 1 3 in Tulsa and February 
7 in Oklahoma City. — Brooke Demctz 
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Twice as Nice 


CHILDREN'S BOOKS WITH STATEWIDE APPEAL 


Cherokee elders had the scoop on Rabbits antics. Now yon am delight your dan with 
How Rabbit Lost His Tail: A Traditional Cherokee (University of New Mexico Press, 

$14.95), retold by Deborah L. Duvall and illustrated by her husband, Cherokee artist 
Mu rv Jacob, In diis third volume of theTahlequah couples Grandmother Stories series, 
Ji-Stu (Rabbit) tricks Otter out of his glossy coat* Duvall’s storytelling offers glimpses 
into Cherokee mores while Jacobs intricate pen-and-ink drawings capture woodland 
light and textures. 

Share Oklahoma A to Z with S Is for Sooner: An Oklahoma Alphabet (Sleeping Bear 
Press, $ 17.95). Former Oklahoma City news anchor Devin Srillians playful rhymes and 
Kandy Radzinskis page-filling illustrations introduce 
young Okies to Sequoyahs syllabary, Shannon Lucid, 
the first state capital, and more in this alphabetical journey 
“Sooner Questions’ at the end of the book combine tun widi 
learning. In his dedication, Stillian thanks Mike Turpen and Bums 
Hargis, his once-upon-a-time Flashpoint costars. 

From Cherokee animals to points of Oklahoma interest, these re- 
cent releases have srorv time covered. Ada to Yukon. — Emily Jermaxi 


•r 

Ly 


eSSENTIALS 

The mission: Unearth the essential 
state parks ta visit when the cold winds 
blow. The man : Jeff Erwin, director of 
state parks, resorts, and golf for the 
Oklahoma Department of Tourism 
and Recreation. 

1 Sequoyah State Park: Deer 
inhabit this park and are easier 
ta spot during the winter, when 
vegetation is sparse. 

2. Great Salt Plains State 
Park: The landscape is always 
amazing, but the seasonal show is 
the migrating wildlife. 

3 Beavers Bend State Park: 
Coffee on the balcony of a rustic 
cabin on a winter morning — urn 
forgettable. 

4. Black Mesa State Park: This 
vast fond was once inhabited by 
dinosaurs, explored by Coronado, 
and hunted by the Plains Indians. 

5 Robber's Cove State Park; 
The view is spectacular regardless 
of the season, but the starkness of 
winter is especially inspiring, 

6. Roman Nose State Park: 

The rocky landscape surrounding 
the Spring of Everlasting Waters is 



dramatic, particularly with freez- 
ing water or snow. 

7 . Lake Texoma State Park; 

A warm winter day is a great 
time to visit Chickasaw Pointe 
Golf Course. 

8. Little 5ahara State Park: 

Warm up a dune buggy for o 
ride across the state's largest off- 
road veh icle du ne tra i I . 

9. Alabaster Caverns State 
Park: Its whats missing that 
makes winter interesting here: 
The bats are all hibernating. 


Sweet Dreams 

COURTESY OF LADY AMERICANA 


Soft or firm? Pillow-top or back support? Queen or king? 
These bedding questions kept Simpler Times Inn owner Gndy 
Belford tossing and turning while she and her husband Pat 
were building their Afton bed and breakfast. Industry friends 
recommended Oklahoma City- based Lady Americana maF 
tresses for their comfort and durability, and today, Bel ford's 
customers routinely praise their good night's sleep. 

The success of Lady Americana lies in the coils. "The spring 
system is the engine in the bed," says company president Kerry 
Tramel. That system distributes weight without resistance, one 
reason why all twenty-two varieties are chiropractor approved. 

Lady Americana's sixteen factories, including a state-of-the-art 
Oklahoma City facility, manufacture the mattresses sold in forty- 
two states. 

Tramel says Lady Americana's real focus rests with the 
ordinary customer, "We manufacture these beds with the 
consumer in mind who is going to sleep in them every single 
night," he says. — Brooke Demeti 



Lady Americana mattresses are 
available at Factory Direct , Mathis 
Brothers , and Evans stores . (800) 
869-9480, The Oklahoma Today 
Guide ta Hotels, Inns, and Bed & 
Breakfasts includes information on 
Oklahoma accommodations , 
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The Oklahoma Today 
Writing Contest 

SPONSORED BY FULL CIRCLE BOOKSTORE 

Ofc/ahomo Today is seeking Oklahoma-flavored fiction, 
nonfiction, and personal essays by up-and-coming authors 
for our inaugural amateur writing contest. From N. Scott 
Momaday to S.E. Hinton, Oklahoma writers have long 
been inspired by the slate s sweeping landscapes, warm 
people, rural charms, and thriving urban environments. 
Now it's time to have your best work recognized. 
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PRIZES 

First Place: $500 
Second Place: $150 
Third Place: $50 
The lop three winners 
also will receive a $ 1 00 
gift certificate from full 
Circle Bookstore in 
Oklahoma City. 

Three honorable 
mentions will receive a 
two-year subscription to 
Ok/ohoma Today. 


DEADLINE 

Entries should be post- 
marked no loter than 
March I, 2004, Sorry, 
no emailed submissions 
will be accepled, 

ENTRIES 

Each writer' s entry 
must be an original, 
unpublished work from 
an amateur author. No 
professional writers 


will be accepted for 
judgment, Please, no 
manuscripts over 3,000 
words in length and no 
more than one work per 
entrant Entries will be 
[edged on the quality 
and originality of content. 
By entering this contest, 
entrant grants Oklahoma 
Today the right to publish 
the winning piece on 
its website. 


SUBMISSIONS 

All entries must be 
typewritten and 
double-spaced and 
should include a 
cover sheet with the 
following information: 
manuscript title, 
name, brief author 
bio, address, 
phone number, and 
email address. The 
manuscript itself should 


have page numbers 
and manuscript title 
on each page but 
should not include the 
entrant's name, 

PLEASE PROVIDE 

A self-addressed, 
stamped envelope 
if return of entries is 
desired Winners will be 
announced in the July/ 
August 2004 issue 




MAIL TO: 

Oklahoma Todoy/Full 
Circle Writing Contest 
15 N. Robinson, Sle. 100 
Oklahoma City, OK 73102 
No email entries please. 

OKLAHOMA 

Today 
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SPIDER WOMAN S GIFT: 

A History of Navajo Weaving 

January 11th- March 21st 

Enjoy this special exhibition of more than 
30 Navajo textiles representing 150 years of 
traditional Navajo weaving. And, while you 
are there, find out what role Spider Woman 
played in the creation of these stunning 
woven materials. 

This exhibition is jointly curated by 
Gilcrease Museum and the Sam Noble 
Oklahoma Museum of Natural History. 

Presented hy ihc Williams Foundation 

GILCREASE America’s Museum 

1400 North Gilcrease Museum Road Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127-2KX) www^lcrea se.org 




Buying or Selling Indian Art? 

Know the Law! 

Under the Indian Arts and Crafts Act. all products must be marketed 
truthfully regarding heritage and tribal affiliation of the artist or craftsperson. 

For a free brochure on the Indian Arts and Crafts Act and how to file 
a complaint, contact the Indian Arts and Crafts Board, U.S. Department of 
the Interior, 1849 C Street, NW, MS 4004-MIB Washington, DC 20240, 

T: 202.208.3773, E: iacb@os.doi.gov, W: www.iacb.doi.gov 

Visit the Southern Plains Indian Museum 

See authentic Indian arts and crafts, located in Anadarko, Oklahoma 
at 715 East Central Boulevard. The museum is open year-round and hosts 
a variety of exhibits from traditional clothing and artifacts, to contemporary 
paintings and sculptures. Southern Plains Indian Museum, P.O. Box 749, 
Anadarko. Oklahoma 73005, T: 405.247.622t 


THE OH PROFILE 


Dave 

Smith 


Dave Smith founded Midwest Trophy in Del City 
in 197 L Under his leadership , the company has 
become a national trendsetter in the awards and 
recognition marketplace. Smith lives with his wife 
Linda in Edmond, 

G: What inspires you? 

A; 1 am inspired by our employees* We have a 
diverse and talented work force* 

G: Whar do you like best about yourself? 

A: 1 enjoy competing in any arena, whether 
fishing, golf, or business, and I believe that 
competition makes us better, 

G; What are the benefits of headquartering a 
large company in Oklahoma? 

A: The faa that we are centrally located pro- 
vides a certain advantage. Other benefits 
include the work ethic of Oklahomans and 
the states high national ranking in afford- 
able housing and overall quality of life* 

Q: What ore you currency reading? 

A: Good to Great: Why Some Companies 
Make the Leap... and Others Don't by Jim 
Collins. 

G: What ore the most important things in life? 
A: Family, my health, and looking out for the 
best interests of our employees. 

Q: What do you appreciate about living in 
Oklahoma? 

A: It is a great place to raise a family. 

G : Wha t busi ness pri nc ip tes do you bel ieve 
ore important? 

A: We arc always looking for ways to be a 
stronger company. We look for incremental 
gains, ways we can be better next year. 

G: What is your Favorite Oklahoma eatery? 

A; 1 have always enjoyed Dons Alley Restau- 
rant in Del City* I also like to eat at the 
Ranch Sreakhousc on West Britton Road. 

G: What state companies do you admire? 

A: Kerr- McGee is a great examp le of a success- 
ful Oklahoma corporation that competes 
globally I also respect Mathis Brothers Fur- 
niture. Both are leaders in tlreir industries. 
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"Flowers always evoke a feeling of happiness —Bob Benham of Balliet's, in The Oklahoman 


RED DIRT GARDENS 

SOUPS, SALADS, AND FLOWERS AT GARDEN'S EDGE 


A T GARDEN’S EDGE IN HENNESSEY, VISITORS W1LI -FIND PLENTY— FLOWERS, 
food* and gifts — ro warm the soul on a chilly winter day 
Using creative containers like teapots, ceramic boxes, and fin porcelain, owner Donna 
Haymaker strives for one-of-a-kind arrangements with fresh blooms from traditional 
carnations to high-style lilies, delphiniums, and orchids* "We try a lot of different looks, 
and most of our customers really appreciate that,” she says. 

For all its gussy, Gardens Edge goes beyond the traditional small- town flower shop to 
serve triple duty as a gift shop/ lunch stop oasis inside a restored circa- 1 899 building that 
once housed the Hennessey Fanner and Merchant Bank. The cozy interior greets diners 
with bistro cables and barstools casually arranged among elaborate antique oak eases and 
period hirniture. Crystal, candles, tiny table lamps, and other gifts spill out from drawers 
and spread across countertops, while antique light fixtures dangle from fourteen-foot ceil- 
ings lined with bam tin* 

"We re a very popular spot for the ladies' lunch/ 5 Haymaker says, and credits a tasty menu 
with everything from soups, salads* and quiche to homemade cinnamon rolls and delicious pies. 
Top lunch off with a steaming cappuccino and a bundle of fresh-cut flowers to beat the winter 
blahs. Better yet, visit on Friday when all cut stems are half-price. — Mary Logan Wol f 

Gardens Edge, 1 07 South Main in Hennessey , (405) 853-7144 or (888) 853-7148. 




Order an exquisite jeweled brooch displaying the Oklahoma state seal 
surrounded by brilliant Austrian crystals encased in gold or silver metal. 


Add a litde 

twinkle 

to your life 


(Actual Size) 


S25.00 each + $6.00 (S&H). Specify style. 
www.oklahomatoday.com or call (800) 777-1793. 
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King of the Stone Age 

AN IMPORTANT RODIN EXHIBIT VISITS PHILBROOK 


N othing will warm you upthis 

winter like a trip to see The Gates of 
Hell or at least French sculptor Auguste 
Rodins interpretation of it. This provocative 
sculpture is parr of a more than seven ty- piece 
traveling exhibit of Rodin’s work on display at 
Tulsas Philbrook Museum of Art. 

Rodim A Magnificent Obsession features 
many of the sculptors most renowned origi- 
nal works, including The Thinker , The Kiss, 
right, and other masterpieces, 

“This is the most important private Rodin 
collection in the United Stares," says Philbrooks 
exhibit curator, James Peck. “Its a once-in- 
Tulsa opportunity to see the biggest and most 
comprehensive survey of his work. ” 

The exhibit is owned by the Iris and B. Ger- 
ald Cantor Foundation in Beverly Hills, Cali- 
fornia, During his lifetime, Cantor collected 


750 original Rodins, 450 of which he and his 
wife gave ro seventy museums. After the exhibit 
leaves Philbrook, it will travel to the Albright- 
Knox Arc Gallery in Buffalo, New York, 

Art historians believe that Rodin single- 
handedly revolutionized sculpture in the late 
nineteenth century. Born in 1840 in Paris, the 
sculptor embraced a radical, emotive style that 
brazenly grabbed for the heart. 

"He was a revolutionary,” Peck says, “He was 
trying to shake things up and reintroduce move- 
ment, passion, and drama into sculpture, w hich 
for centuries had been static and boring/ 

— Scott Wigton 


Rodin: A Magnificent Obsession, Jam*' 
ary 25 through March 28 at the Philbrook 
Museum of Art in Tuba, 2727 South Rockford 
Road (918) 749-7941; philbrook org 
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To DO 


To Eat 


Cherokee Court House 
Greenleal State Park 
Tenkiller State Park 
Antiquing 


Captain's River Front 
Jolly Rogers 
Emily's Tea Room 
Fin & Feather Resort 


To Stay 

Cookson Bend Resort 
Holiday Lodge 
Mar-Val Resort 
Two Rivers inn 


Gore Chamber of Commerce : 1009 N. Main • (018) 489-2534 
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Blow the dust off that old saucer and you could uncover gold. Or maybe not/" 

— Sonya Colberg, in the Tulsa World 



ON THE ROAD IN OKLAHOMA CITY 


The Antiques Roadshow 

ETA STATION MANAGER BILL THRASH SAYS A HAND- 
carved pipe, fine Chinese porcelain, and old pictures all bring 
a wealth ol history and surprise — elements PBS will showcase in its 
three-part Oklahoma City Antiques Roadshow program. 

'There is a story connected to every item /Thrash says of the series, 
to be broadcast in Oklahoma on OETA. 

The show, shot August 9 in Oklahoma City at the Cox Business 
Services Convention Center during the Antiques Roadshows Summer 
Tour, will air February 1 6 and 23 and March 1 at 7 p«m. 

Oklahoma Qtv resident Mozelle Richardson was one of diose hop- 
ing for good news and surprise at the road show With 
her Japanese gong in hand, Richardson waited in line 
with five thousand hopeful Oklahomans. 

“I could rit believe it,” she says. “The line just snaked 

At the Oklahoma City taping, appraiser Reyne 
Haines values a GalJe vase at $60,000 to $80,000, 


and snaked before you even got to the double doors/ 

Mark Schussel, vice president of public relations for the Chubb 
G ro ii p o flnsu ranee Co m pa n i es, A n tiques Roadshow's s po n sor, says 
the program helps America find hidden treasures and make those 
treasures last, 

“One of the things we Vc tried to do is to help people understand not 
just what they have, but also how to preserve it,” Schussel says. 

Deciphering the values of cherished items is not the only spe- 
cialty OETA has planned for its January and February lineup. Gov- 
ernor Brad Henry’s State of the State Address airs February 2, and 
on February 8, the In-depth government program 
Legislative Week returns. 

OETAls Stateline is also planni ng a program focus- 
ing on musical Oklahomans, Writer Billie Roddy 
says the show, which airs February 1 2 at 8 pan., is “a 
look at people who arc trying to make a living doing 
wha t they like to do. ” - — ja ' Re n a Sin i tin 





Oklahoma's Unique 
Marketplace for Arts, 
Crafts, Antiques, 
Collectibles & Gifts 

Be charmed into a world of heirlooms 
- past and future. More than 750 gifted 
artisians gather to showcase a myriad 
of quality art and handcrafted items. 
Precious antiques from the quaint to 
the curious will surprise and delight 

FEBRUARY 6, 7, 8, 2004 

Frt, & Sat, 9<rm fo 6 pm / SunJIawi to 6pm 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds 
(NW lOt/i at May Aw.) 

For more information call 

( 800 ) 755-5488 or ( 405 ) 632-2652 

www.aaoth.com 


Concordia Senior Living Community 



A Sign of Qood. Things to Come. 


Concordia Senior 
Living Community is 
coming to 15 acres 
adjacent to Zion 
Lutheran Church in 
northwest Oklahoma 
City. It will be a place 
that encourages the 
ongoing health of mind, 
body and spirit for all 
residents. 

Choose maintenance- 
free independent living 


Your invitation to learn more. Accept our 
invitation to learn more by attending a free 
luncheon seminar about Concordia Senior 
Living. Call 405-720-7200 for more details. 


at Concordia from both 
cottages and apartment 
homes. A wide array of 
services will be featured 
including scheduled 
housekeeping and 
restaurant -style dining. 

Concordia Senior 
Living Community is 
the opportunity that you 
have been waiting for. 
Now is the time to he 
among the first to learn 
more. Call today at 
405-720-7200. 

CONCORDIA 
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HELEN 


THERANGE 


f found out long ago that if you treat people the way you should and hove good food, 
you'll get the business —Ken Morrison, in Oklahoma Today, Sept/Oct '93 


No-Frills Dining 

WHITTET'S GROCERY AND THE COWBOY GRILL 



N O RESERVATIONS NEEDED AT DA- 
comas Cowboy C rill The only black 
ties are those on farmers' work shoes — the 
few not wearing cowboy boots, that is. The 
Cowboy Grill is, literally the only place to 
eat in Dacoma. 

For fifty-three years, Billy Wayne 
Whiner and Floy, his wife of more than 
sixty years, have owned and operated 
Whiners Grocery and the Cowboy Grill 
on Dacomas main street. Century-old 
stamped tin tiles cover the ceilings. A 1 920 
bronze National Cash Register machine 
holds an assortment of paper clips, news- 
paper clippings, and letters. 

Gone are the many businesses that once 
lined the main street of this town a few 
miles southeast of Alva. Only die co-op 
elevator, about a hundred people, a couple 
of churches, and the Whi tree’s Grocery and 
Cow boy Grill remain. 

“Everything here's an antique, " Billy 
says, "even die owners," 

Most mornings, a few customers drift in 
to buy bread or fresh meat or drink a cup of 
coffee while reading the daily paper. About 
noon, the Cowboy Grill s chrome tables 
and three wooden booths fill to capacity 
Fancy menus don’t exist, just a big white 
board over the stove stating the daily special 
complete with mashed potatoes and gravy 

Floy Whiffet above, painted several of the 
oils that hang on the diner's walls, Billy 
Whiffet, right., began working at the Cow- 
boy Grill as on egg counter in 1963. 


and a large poster board on die side of the soda 
machine listing the sandwiches available. The 
most requested item, the Billy Burger, features 
a generous hamburger patty. 

As famous as the Billy Burger are the 
Cowboy Grills “diary walls” lining the 
hail that serve as a handwritten journal of 
Dacomas history from 1 960, when the 
Whi nets became owners, to the present. 

Events of worldwide interest and local 
color arc recorded in black marker as high as 
a ladder can reach. Births, deaths, marriages* 
awards, surgeries — all are important enough 
to be included. 

The “journal” began when the own- 
ers' eighteen- year- old dog Snooky died. 
After that, anything affecting locals was 
recorded. The wall has become a written 


history of one small Oklahoma town. 

Still in use as a reminder of days past, 
when a mans word was his collateral, is 
the famous Rock Pile. Regular customers 
use a small river rock to weigh their tickets 
down inside a cardboard box. Billy and Floy 
then add the tickets to the charge books. At 
month s or harvest’s end, customers settle up. 

“Th rce of us who work here are going to 
he eighty in March,” Billy says, referring to 
himself, his wife, and cook Lily Morrison. 
“Someday were going to have to dose it up. 
That will be a sad, sad day. " 

— Helen Barrett 

Whi nets Grocery and the Cowboy Grill are 
open Monday through Saturday, 7a.m. to 5 
p.m. Call for directions. ( 580)871-2234 , 
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The Lonsdowoe Portrait of Washington. 

A PORTRAIT OF 
LEADERSHIP 


T HERE'S NO NEED TO DIG FOR 
dollar bills to come eve to eye with 
one of the fathers of our country. Catch a 
glimpse of George Washington and take a 
trip into United States’ yesteryear when the 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art features 
George Washington: A National Treasure, a 
traveling exhibit showcasing an original 
portrait of our country's first president. 

In 1796, American port rai t i s t G il be rr S t u- 
art created an iconic masterpiece of George 
Washington. The piece became known as the 
Lansdowne Portrait, because it was a gift to the 
Marquis of Lansdowne, a British supporter of 
American Independence. 


Several aspects of the portrait bear artistic 

significance, such as the book tides on the 
ta b le t h at sv mho I ize Wash i n gto ns po I ideal 
ideals and his gesticulation, said to repre- 
sent a farewell to the nation following his 
second term as president. 

In addition to showcasing Stuarts piece, the 
museum has incorporated a supplementary 
display highlighting various interpretations of 
Washingtons legacy. Included are paintings* 
sculptures, documents* and personal items 
owned by the commander in chief. 

Historical* educational, and remarkably 
visual i George Washington: A National Trea- 
sure is a presidential encounter sure to please, 

- — Andrea Lopez 


George Washington: A National Treasure 
is on display at the Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art through April l L ( 405) 236-3 1 00; 
okertwa. com. 




The flavor of 
Oklahoma's 
Little Italy 
is now close at hand! 

Choc® beer on tap: 

TULSA: 

• Kilkenny's • Fishbonz 
# Bourbon Street Cafe 

SAPULPA: 

* Freddie's Bar-B-Q Steakhouse 

OKLAHOMA CIT Y: 

* La Baguette Bistro 

♦ Applewood's • Lit 

# The Wing Stop 

* Tapwerks Ale House & Cafe 

* Cheever's Cafe 
* Red Rooster Bar & Grill 

* Iron Star * Ned's Catering 

* Grand Boulevard Bar & Grill 


EDMOND: 
■ Interurban 


NORMAN: 

* Library Bar & Grill 

• Buchanan Seafood 

* La Luna Mexican Cafe 
■ Red Dirt Cafe * Firehouse 


ESTABLISHED 1925 * KREBS, OK 

csssJ/sts 

Open M-Sat 4pm * Sunday Noon 
918423-2042 * Fax (918) 423-7859 
www.petes.org 


ince 1925 , Petes' s Place of Krebs 
nas delighted diners with fresh, 
family-style Italian Cuisine 
served in unselfish portions. 

Come see why we have been 
an Oklahoma landmark for 


The Hideaway Collage project is a 7-year event designed to 
create a unique collection of historic state art to help celebrate 
, Oklahoma’s Centennial Year of statehood in 2007. We invite all 
schools, groups and businesses throughout the state 
to create their own collage project for 2004. 

2004 Theme - Our Town: 

Where we live, work, play and pray 

$10,000 in prize money to be awarded. 

In 2007 the best of all these collages will exhibit 
Washington D.C. Be a part of Oklahoma's Centennial 
celebration and celebrate the diversity of 
life in our great state! 

The Hideaway Foundation 
P.0.18355, OKC, OK 73154 

405-525-5681 * J 

www.collage2000.com *' 

i * 

& 


DIGEST 


2 5 





Oklahoma Today contributor Yousef Khan far, one of 
the country's preeminent artists, was recently named 
one of the top thirty-eight landscape photographers 
in the world with the publication oi The World's Top 
Photographers: Landscape ( Roto Vision, 2003). His 
photograph of Bear Mountain State Park in New 
Yorks Hudson Valiev appeared in the December 
2003 issue of O, The Oprah Magazine in its ‘Breath- 
ing Spaces'* department. Here, we see wintry Grand 
Lake, photographed in January 2003- 
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LANDSCAPE 


Civil War Reenactors live history on their own Terms. 


^"VNAWARM MORNING LAST SEPTEMBER* LEE BURDINE KISSED HIS WIFE, REBECCA 
and left for battle, A man keen on being prompt, he already had stowed in his pickup truck 
the necessary weapons of war: two pistols, black powder, signal flags, a tent, knee-high boots, brass 
spurs, a wool uniform, two hats, a mess kit, and a canteen. And since he’d rather die of anything but 
dysentery, he also tossed in an ice chest filled with Vienna sausages, chicken soup, and beverages. 

Funny thing about those who reenact battles from the Civil War, most tend to vibrate with 
giddy nerves even though the outcomes of the original battles were decided long ago. Take the 
Battle of Middle Boggy Depot Depot, for example. History shows that on February 13, 1 864, a 
group of 350 Federal soldiers successfully attacked a cluster of ninety Confederate soldiers near 
the Middle Boggy River outside Atoka. A half-hour of fighting later, forty-seven Confederates 
lay dead, many with throats cut, and the Federal forces claimed victory. 

Yet there was Burdine, standing in the same spot nearly 140 years later, anxiously drilling the dozen 
men who regularly portray a Federal signal corps company in the famous Frontier Brigade. 

Over on the Confederate side, a retired construction worker from Broken Arrow named 
Arthur Street fiddled with his six-pounder cannon. Street built its carriage and had the cannon 
barrel fashioned after schematic drawings at Fort Silk He may have invested more in this battle 
hobby than anyone else; aside from the $25,000 in gear and equipment, Street lost his right 
hand to a malfunctioning rifle during a staged Indiana battle in 1992, 

By Kelly Crow 
Photography by Scot t Raffe 
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URDINE SURVIVED UNSCATHED. THOUCH HE CONFESSED HE WOULD 
HAVE HAPPILY DIED UNDER THE SHADE OF A NEARBY TREE. 


PORTFOLIO 
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M OST OF THE STATE'S 800 REENACTORS CAME TO THE 

BATTLE OF MIDDLE BOGGY BECAUSE THEY UNDERSTAND 
WAR BETTER BY PLAYING JOHNNY REB OR BILLY YANK. 
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Standing in the distance, surrounded by maps and assistants, was Whit Edwards, battle 
coordinator and director of education lor the Oklahoma Historical Society. His job that day 
was to place and sway 813 faux soldiers — a higher count than in the original fight — around a 
160-acre field in order to wow a crowd of 4,000 spectators. Edwards knows the soldiers often 
forget they are being watched, so much do they revel in the fantasy. 

Like Burdine, the chief signal captain and a sixty-year-old retired computer mainframe op- 
erator, most of the states recnactors, from five hundred to eight hundred strong, came to the 
Battle of Middle Boggy Depot Depot because they love to study Civil War history (Burdine has 
three hundred books on the subject) and understand war better by playing Johnny Reb or Billy 
Yank. Until a few years ago. Confederate reenactors in the state outnumbered Federals five to 
one, says Edwards. He credirs the lopsided sympathies with peoples interest in impersonating 
their ancestors; many in Indian Territory fought for the South. 

History huffs arc largely responsible for spurring the popularity of Civil War reenactments, 
which first started along the East Coast in the mid-1960s in commemoration of the wars cen- 
tennial and quickly spread south and west. Today, there are at least 50,000 reenactors nation- 
wide portraying hundreds of battles. At least 1 05 battles were waged on Oklahoma soil during 
the war, so local recnactors have plenty of choices. In a typical year, the Oklahoma Historical 
Society sponsors one major battle, such as the Battle of Honey Springs near Checotah or the 
Battle of Cabin Creek near Vinka, Towns like Yale, McAl ester, and Tahlequah stage smaller 
battles of their own. 

In Atoka, the Battle of Middle Boggy Depot reenactment took up a weekend. Soldiers arrived 
first to set up their tents while their wives formed a makeshift village of camp followers. As in 



In a sense, photographer Scott Raffe has become a participant in these reenactments. The black- 
bordered images, taken with a medium-format Diana camera, depict the first of three battles 
between Chief Opothleyahola's Creek and Seminole Union troops and Confederate soldiers. In 
this conflict, known as the Battle of Round Mountain in Yale, the outcome favored the South. 
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most reenactments, women are allowed to play soldier, but most come dressed as nurses, refugees, 
or prostitutes. After a first day spent waging generic battles and chatting with passers by, the 
soldiers either retire to their tents or to a local hotel. Those in the tents are typically the "stitch 
counters,” known for their authenticity; the rest are known as “motel militia,” 

Burdine and Street favor the first category. 

“That's your home for the weekend,” Burdine says of his tent. “There’s no TV, newspaper, 
or radio. You catch up with rhe world on Monday, hut fora weekend you sit with your mess 
mates and talk and play banjo under rhe stars/' 

And what of the next day’s battle? While rhe Federal Army was predictably routing the Con- 
federates, Burdine held his post at headquarters and furiously waved orders using his signal 
flags. His men in the field waved back. He survived unscathed, chough if the battle had gone 
the other way, he confessed he would have happily died under the shade of a nearby tree. 

Arthur Street was not so lucky. As a Confederate, he manned his cannon until the enemy 
overran his unit about hallway through the battle. When one soldier fired a blank in his direc- 
tion, he dutifully fell to the ground. 

There are perks to revisiting history rather than living through it, however. Ever the veteran 
rcenacror. Street brought two personas to the battlefield. 

“Me and my men all died, but when the Federate came through to confiscate our guns, that s 
when we resurrected," he says, chuckling. “All you have to do is swap a gray coat for a blue 
coat, and you’re good to go." 



Roffe used a Polaroid camera ta capture the Battle of Middle Boggy Depot reenactment near 
Atoka, seen here in the smaller images. On February 13, 1864, Major Charles Wi I letters Union 
troops killed 47 Confederate soldiers. 
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LAY DEAD* AND THE FEDERAL FORCES CLAIMED VICTORY. 
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r TOBY KfITH, OKLAHOMA'S PRODIGAL SON Of 

THt NEW CENTURY, HAS TURNED NASHVILLE 
ON ITS HEAD, ALL THE WHILE LYING LOW AND 
LIVING LARGE IN HIS BELOVED HOME STATE. 

I M ACINI*' THIS: I NK CAPI-n MAN WITH THE CHISELED 
I jaw lies in a dungeon, cold iron shackles hiring into his weak 
Barms and legs, ] lie only light comes from the pulsing green 
: I glow of a nearby chunk of krypronire. Stirring there in the 
H corner [s freckle- faced Jimmy Olsen, coming to after being 
KO cl by one of supervillain Lex Luthors evil minions. Gathering 
strength, Jimmy hefts t he power-draining piece of planet into the 
nearby lead box. 

Snap! Crack! go the iron bands as they fly from the bulging 
biceps of the man of steel, and lies up, up, and away. 

Where is he headed? Hes Hying off to defeat the suits at Mercury 
Records and go triple platinum with Unleashed , a CD full of songs 

f they said wouldn't appeal to anyone. 

BY KATHRYN JENSON WHITE 
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Toby Keith and Willie Nelson performed together at Nelson's 70th Birthday Concert 
in April 2003 m New York City, In June 2003, the duo's song "Beer For My Horses' hit 
number one on the country charts, giving Nelson his first successful single since 1989, 
Much like Nelson and other country outlaws such os Waylon Jennings, Keith strives 
for independence and control over his music. Right; Toby with his mother Joan, 
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OKLAHOMAN Of THE YEAR 


Didn't know that he of “truth s justices and the American way” 
had a recording career? Replace tights and cape with well-worn 
jeans and an untucked shirt, make jimmy into James Stroud, 
president of Nashville s DreamWorks Records, and see krypton ire 
as the tendency of major record companies to demand music in 
the mold of what demographic research says will sell, and the 
comic book scenario becomes the Toby Keith story in a nutshell. 
He's a Sooner country star ascending into a constellation already 
asparkic w r ith the likes of Reba MeEntire, Garth Brooks, Vince 
Gill, Ronnie Dunn, and others too numerous to mention. 

Keith chose a different metaphorical self for the cover of 
Unleashed, the three-million-selling CD he boldly bought back 
from Mercury Records in 1 999 and sold to DreamWorks so he 
could write and sing the kind of songs he wanted to. The ideas 
rhe same, but his self-portrait springs from the edgy, often self- 
directed sense of humor lies known for. 

Unleashed s cover depicts a vacated doghouse, a dangling 
heavy-duty lock and chain, and a bent-back metal fence — clearly 
the scene of a great escape. These images signify that the man 
who refers ro himself as Big Dog — -and to the twelve thousand 
or so adoring fans who belong ro his official fan club as Big Dog 
Warriors — is on the loose. 

The six-foot-four-inch, curly- blonde-haired, guitar-playing 
hunk is a man who would rarher gnaw off a limb than be trapped 
into becoming what others think he ought to be. Like Frank 
Sinatra before him, this young blue eyes does it his way. 

Tellingly, the Clinton-born singer/songwriter became Big Dog 
after he referred ro America as the “big dog” who would “fight 
when you rattle his cage” in “Courtesy of the Red, White, & 
Blue (The Angry American)/' rheseriGusly-ticked-olTstage-oL 
grieving song that has proved the most controversial of many 
controversial Keith creations. That direct identification of him- 
self w ith his country suggests what a man of place Keith truly 


is, and even a short conversation with him or those close to 
him indicates just how deeply this state is his truest place. The 
singer may be an angry American today, but he was an outright 
Oklahoman long before his musical response to September 1 1 
hit rhe airwaves in 2002, 

“Toby is an Oklahoman to the core, and that goes hack to 
his amazing loyalty,” says Kay Johnson of Rockford, Illinois, 
president for ten years of the official Toby Keith International 
Fan Club, “He loves the state. I think it says a lor about the way 
he is as a person that he didn't want to get into die Nashville 
mainstream. He’s rooted in rhe Oklahoma clay" 

The man horn Toby Keith Covcl in 1961 to H.K. and Joan 
Cove! is rooted now in the clay of Norman, where he lives with his 
wife of nearly twenty years, Tricia, and their three children, Shelley, 
Krystal, and Stelen* The Covel kids has'e all attended Oklahoma 
public schools, and Keiths mother and sister both live nearby 
An inveterate horseman, seven years ago Keith built Dream 
Walkin’ Farms, a Pauls Valley thoroughbred breeding and train- 
ing facility equipped with forty stalls and a seven- eighths-of-a- 
mile track. Cactus Ridge, a colt bred there, was undefeated and 
slated to run in the SI, 5 million Bessemer Trust Breeders' Cup 
juvenile at California's Santa Anita Park, the nations richest and 
most prestigious race for two year olds, on October 25, 2003, 
Although a knee injury kept the colt from that race, Keith has 
reportedly turned down Si million for him. He makes it dear 
he's happy at home and hooked on his horse. 

THE LONG AND WINDING ROAD 

K EITH— AND MOST EVERYONE WHO TALKS ABOUT HIS 
journey to superstardom — agrees its first few legs were traveled 
on a washboard dirt road. While music was always around him, he 
was also a sports- loving Oklahoma high school boy w ho wrestled, 
played football, and worked as a rodeo hand. He followed his father 
into the oil fields after graduation and then played football with 
rhe Oklahoma City Drillers of the American Football Association, 
a semi pro organization. 

When the Drillers dissolved in 1983, Keith shifted his focus 
to tackling a serious music career. The road didn’t get a lot 
smoother, though his drive for success did kick into a high gear 
when he and his hand. Easy Money, began to play a demanding 
regional bar circuit in the mid-1980s. 

Tour manager and dose friend Dave Milam has worked for Keith 
since 1993. He says Keiths early years were often uphill travel. 

“He had some real lean times when he and Easy Money were a 
road band, just five or six guys in a van,” Milam says. “They had 
to wire open the back doors to the van to get a breeze through 
it. They took turns sleeping and drove all the time. He traveled 
from Oklahoma to Texas to New Mexico to Arizona and back 
to Arkansas. He took about a six-week circuit, then started all 
over again working five or six nights a week in honky-tonks. 
The alignment was so had on their old equipment trailer that 
they bought a $15 tire to carry with them. They knew they’d 
blow one; it was just a matter of where. 

“We've gone through all the steps. WeVe played the bars. 
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We've played every small county fair where you had three 
hundred people at two shows a day on a four-inch slab. We 
slowly became a support act, moving into the big venues with 
the brooks & Dunns and the Rebas headlining. Now we re do- 
ing it, but it didn't happen overnight. Toby’s been ar it a lot of 
years, and we’ve taken baby steps up to here. We haven't really 
skyrocketed. He's done it one or two songs at a time, elevating 
us a little more each album,” 

Keith began writing songs and honing his performance skills 
in high school, long before a covered record deal led to his 1 993 
debut CD Toby Keith * which went platinum and produced the 
iconic hits “Should’ve Been a Cowboy" and “A Little Less Falk 
And A Lot More Action,” Billboard named him Top New 
Country Artist that year. 

In 1995, he received the Country Music Associations "Triple 
Play ’ Songwriter Award (given to any artist who achieves three 
number-one songs in a year), but it would be another five years 
before he took home any more significant industry recogni- 
tion, though his CDs continued to go platinum. In 2000, he 
received two Academy of Country Music Awards. A year later, 
he took home the CM A Male Vocalist of the Year trophy, and 
his blockbuster “How Do You Like Me Now” received a CM A 
nomination for Song of the Year. 

T.K. Kimbrell, Keith's personal manager and good friend 
since 1995, attests to Keiths sometimes frustrating but always 
dogged march toward industry recognition. Without the work 
ethic Kimbrell says the singer learned from his father, he might 
not have made it, 

“ft did not come easy for Toby Keith,” he says, “He's had to 
overwork for everything he’s accomplished* Some people come 
to town, and everything is given to them. For whatever reason, 
a person can become the industry's favorite child, and they give 
them everything, It wasn't that way with Toby.' 1 

Keith says his decision to stay rooted in Oklahoma explains in 
part his longer, more winding road. But, he points out quickly, 
he wouldn't have done it any other way. 

“If you move to Nashville as most people do when they’re 
nineteen or twenty-one, you make connections,” he says* “By 
the time you’re twenty-five or twenty-six, you create some kind 
of network. When you stay in Oklahoma like 1 did, you don't 
have that day-to-day contact. We were more concerned with 
working on the road, making money, and feeding family rather 
than living some sort of dream that likely would never come 
true. So instead of hitting it when I was twenty- three, I hit it 
when I was twenty-nine. But 1 had such a great group of songs 
written, so much more maturity, and I was so much more ready 
for it that when we hit, we hit pretty big with that first album. 
That was the kickoff to a really good career. It was tough getting 
there, but we did, ” 

They surely did* 

In 2003, a year in which he verbally duked it out with ABC news- 
caster Peter Jennings over a rescinded invitation to sing "Courtesy of 
the Red, White, & Blue {The Angry American)” on a network show 
and with Natalie Maines of the Dixie Chicks when she spoke out 
against the song, he was named the Academy of Country Music's 



Entertainer of the Year* Always more adored bv fans than admired 
by music critics and those who hand out awards* Keith left the 
November 5 CM A Awards show empty-handed. However, he 
had been nominated for the most awards of any honoree that 
year, seven: entertainer, male vocalist, song, single, album, vocal 
event, and music video of the year* 

With “I Love This Bar” at number one on Billboard's country 
chart the week of November 22, Shock' N Y'all — a typical Keith 
wordplay both on his own image and the Bush administration s 
“shock and awe” description of the Iraq invasion- — is destined 
to be another blockbuster. 

The proof? Keith's new album not only topped the country 
charts but also hit number one on the Billboard 200, besting 
such mainstream favorites as Sheryl Crow, OutKast, and Sting. 
Meanwhile, his previous CD, Unleashed , was number four on 
the country album chart rhe same week. While critical response 
to ShockN Y'all was mixed, Keith said in October that the CD 
had sold more than 800,000 units before being shipped* 
Pollstar, a music industry data service, named Keith the num- 
ber one ticket-seller in country music for 2002 and number 
seven overall for the year. In yet another sign of industry status, 
VH 1 is preparing a Keith biography, slated to air early in 2004* 

THE GREEN, GREEN GRASS OF HOME 

With his career now cruising along several miles 

Flper hour above any posted speed limit, Keith talks freely 
about this strange trip he’s on and why no matter where he may 
roam, he plans on coming back. 

“1 live in Oklahoma,” he says simply. “I can get in my truck 
and go into town, 1 don't hesitate going somewhere to eat or to 
shop. I can't do that comfortably anywhere else, 

“Norman's traffic rush in the mornings and evenings is 
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twenty minutes rather than two hours. It’s not too crowded. 
Other than a big, professional sports franchise, we have it all. 
When I travel across the nation, I run into people all the time 
who say, I went to Oklahoma one time, and the people down 
in that part of the world are nice." Oklahoma is my home. I 'm 
a loyal Sooner fan. I grew up selling Cokes in Sooner stadium. 
That’s my backyard.” 

H.K, Covet, who died in a car accident in March 2001, was 
born in Lindsay, as were Keiths paternal grandparents. Joan, his 
mother, is from Arkansas, but, Keith notes, "western Arkansas, 
just over the Oklahoma line,” Keiths sister, Tonnie Moore, was 
horn in Ardmore, and his brother, Tracy, in Oklahoma City H.K. 
moved the family from rig to rig across the state before settling 
in Moore, where Toby graduated from high school. 

Keith consistently names his father as a major personal influ- 
ence while tipping his hat to Merle Haggard as a musical mentor 
and ro Spavinaw-born Mickey Mantle as a major-league role 
model. He says H.K. embodied the qualities he finds most ap- 
pealing about the Sooner State and those that have determined 
the kind of songwriter and performer he has become. 

“My dad had a great wit," he says. “He had a unique way of 
piecing words together. His tombstone says, ‘A man of original 
wit/ He was old school and he was country' and he was intelligent. 
He wanted to come off as this simple cat, simple-minded. But 
you knew after you talked to him for a iirtlc bit that you could 
never fool him." 

Deborah Evans Price, a Billboard senior writer whose focus is 
country and Christian music, has followed Keiths career from 
the beginning with Mercury Records. She says Keiths own wit 
is central to defining the man and his music, 

“He’s got an amazing sense of humor,” she says. “He takes his 
art and what he believes in very seriously but he's not afraid ro 
poke fun at himself or this industry and others in it.” 

The singer himself says that while he likes soulful ballads like 
“Who’s That Man?”, he loves r he lighter stuff. 

“I prefer the up-tempo, attitude songs with some wit,” he 
says. “I like to stamp a little humor on it, something clever. I 
like the edgy ones: How Do You Like Me Now," 'Who’s Your 
Daddy?/ "Beer for My Horses/ and ‘A Little Less Talk And A 
Lot More Action/” 

Dave Murray, a twenty-one-year veteran of country radio 
and the Dave half of Dave & Dan on Oklahoma City’s country 
format 96. 1 KXY-LM, remembers a time when Keiths sense 
of humor topped his own well-developed humorous approach 
to life. 

“When they dedicated a street in Moore to him, Toby Keith 
Avenue, Dan and 1 emceed that dedication,” Murray says, “Of- 
ficials were also going to give him a key to the city. For the week 


Toby Keith and his wife, Tricia, above, married in 1984 and live 
outside Norman. 'Having a jet makes it pretty easy to get some- 
where and get bock/ soys Keith, who cites Garth Brooks as a 
fellow country star residing in Oklahoma. "Living in Oklahoma 
helps me keep a normal life. Everyone knows I live here, and 
that makes it easier. There's no treasure hunt to find me/ 
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leading up to the ceremony, I joked around on the air every day, 
saying, 4 1 was born in Moore. I'm a star. I have no key.’ Someone 
heard me, and they gave me one. I told Toby, ‘See, I’ve got a key, 
too/ He took it from me, autographed it, and wrote on it, "But 
my keys bigger than yours*’"' 

The creative spirit that manifests in both his serious and not- 
so-serious art was nurtured at home and, as Keith points out 
fondly, in a Moore schoolroom, 

“I had a teacher in elementary school in Moore who, when I 
turned in my work, sat me down and said, 1 fobv, you do really 
well in school, but the one thing you're really gifted at is creative 
writing,’” he says, 

“She created this one-hour creative writing class on Fridays, 
We worked real hard in the mornings, had a recess break, then 
came back. The last hour before we went home, she said, 'Write 
until a story’s done. We had to do at least one page. Most of the 
kids would write their one page quick and be done for the day, 
I would go the whole hour. Even the bo ok -brained girls would 
be done, and Ed still be writing. She told me, ‘Your stories just 
roll and roll. You re a great storyteller.*” 

That helps explain the lyrics, but what about the music? Keith, 
sometimes alone and sometimes with another songwriter, cre- 
ates both, 

14 My grandmother got me a guitar when I was eight, 1 ' he says, 
“In addition to a father with that wit, I had a mother who could 
sing like a bird. Her mother could sing and play piano, 1 hats in 
my pedigree. And 1 had that encouragement to write creatively. 
1 guess that all made me what I am.” 

Kimbrell says he went to work for the singer primarily because 
of those strong creative bloodlines. 

“He’s a grear songwriter,” Kimbrell says, "I knew bed be a 
long-term artist because he’s so in control of his music. People 
who don't write their songs have to go out and find diem. They’re 
at the mercy of others. When you write your own songs, you're 
in control of your career,” 

KXY’s Murray agrees. 

“I admire the heck out of him,” he says, “He was ignored for 
a long time, and I think it sort of hurt his feelings. But rather 
than do nothing more than just sing songs, he’s taken Iijs career 
in his own hands. Hes decided he’s going to be a star. He’s in 
control of his own destiny." 

HOW DO YOU LIKf HIM NOW? 

BOUT EIGHT THOUSAND MEN, WOMEN, AND CHIL- 
dren- — many wearing or waving American flags — attended 
Keiths Wichita Falls, Texas, concert October 1 8, 2003. 1 he 
Wichita Falls Times Record News reported that some fans had 
waited m line five days to secure good tickets. Angry letters to 
the editor complained that Internet ticket sales had made it 
tough to do even that. As his sixty-five-person, five- bus, and 
six- truck entourage of crew and equipment set the stage for the 
Ford truck-sponsored show, the fans milled outside in the early 
autumn heat of a dusty Texas town to rhe booming sounds of a 
live radio broadcast. 



Wearing a T-shirt with “Who’s Your Daddy?” on one side and 
a bulldogs lace with "Big Dog Warriors" above it on rhe other. 
Broken Arrow resident Shirley Wheeler stood with her husband, 
Steven, They had driven 250 miles for the show, their first. Tamra 
Gorton and her thirteen -year-old daughter, Kara, had driven 1 55 
miles from Clyde, Texas, just outside Abilene. 

The four waited impatiently to ger the shindig started. Kara 
was antsy with excitement. She had won the online Meet and 
Greet Lottery the Toby Keith International Fan Club sponsors 
for each concert, so she was headed backstage before the show 
to talk to her idol. Her mother had been to five Keith concerts 
since March. 

"He’s got that good of boy self that appeals to me," says Tamra 
Cotton. "My husbands in the Air Force, so w f hen all the stuff 
with 'The Angry American’ came out, 1 thought he was just 
awesome. But I liked him long before that, ‘Should’ve Been a 
Cowboy’ came out when I was a Texas girl living in California 
and missing my Dallas Cowboys, and he just won me over w ith 
that one,” 

Kara, petite but wearing a big cowboy hat, says she liked “The 
Angry American" because Keith was so honest in it. 

“I wanted to do the same stuff he was singing about, ’ she says 
with eighth-grade sincerity "He really lets out his emotion and 
speaks his mind." 

Shirley Wheeler explains her interest in Keith; "Hes very 
patriotic, and 1 like it that he says what he thinks. He doesn’t 
hold anything back, and he doesn’t care if you like it or not. 
Some singers are very politically correct because they’re afraid 
of ostracizing some of their fans,” 

Steven Wheeler feels about the same way, 

"What appeals to me most, too, is his attitude,” he says. "The 
biggest thing over other acts is that I get the feeling I'm seeing the 
real person up there, not some Hollywood fake image. With Toby 
Keith, I get the feeling that’s him. His music speaks a lot of what I 
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The T979 Moore High School graduate added another 
trophy to his cose on November 16, 2003, when he won 
the American Music Award for favorite country music 
album with L/nleashed. Two weeks earlier, he picked up 
hts seventeenth number-one single with 'I Love This Bar/ 
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Toby Keith has sold more than 15 million units in his ten-year 
careen Performing 100 shows a year, Keith says that his 
band and crew play basketball daily while on tour, 'It's 
a two-hour game, and it y s brutal. We bang away at each 
other.'' Right: Toby with son Stolen. 
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would like to say but can t put into words die way he does,” 

Billboards Deborah Evans Price has heard this same kind of 
response from Keith hins for years. Attitude, they at! say, is a 
good thing; bring it on. 

“Toby's strengths are his honesty and passion," she says, “He's 
one who never shies away from saying what he thinks in song 
and in interviews. That can be a double-edged sword, of course, 
but I know his fans admire his guts and how far that attitude has 
taken him. Country fans don't want someone who puts himself 
on a pedestal. They want a good o V boy they feel they can hang 
out and have a beer with,” 

That's what they got in this Baja, Oklahoma, concert, a stop on 
the Shock'N Y'all Tour in support of the new CD but consisting 
mostly of songs from Unleashed and earlier works. 

The show begins with a video that depicts the Keith contro- 
versy, Told from the point of view of an English bulldog with 
Keiths unmistakable baritone voice and a rap -star- si zed, bling- 
blingdog tag with “Toby" on it in diamonds, the video showcases 
that sometimes boundary-pushing Keith sense of humor and 
his acting chops: He's played himself in a TV movie reunion of 
The Dukes of Hazzard: Hnzzard in Hollywood and appeared on 
Touched By An Angel in the programs highest- rated episode of 
the 2001 season. 

A few clips from his award-winning music videos and snippets 
from his popular commercials round out the production; He’s 
a singing spokesman for Ford trucks, a golf and poker-playing 
proponent of 10-10-220 phone service with Terry Bradshaw 
and Mike Piazza, and a Coors promoter. The beer company 
sponsored his 2002 Unleashed tour. 

As the video ends, the sound of a powerful engine roaring 
to life booms out over the sound system, and an onstage Ford 
F-I50 unfolds like a transformer hot to become a ministage. 
Keith appears in a cloud of exhaust smoke. The mostly standing 
fans start immediately to sing along with all of Keiths hits. They 
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scream, whistle, bang the backs of their chairs, clap their hands, 
and stomp their feet. 

Fire belches upward from onstage pipes, signaling that those 
who can't stand the hear better get out of the arena. And heat 
there is, with some too-hot-to-print language, some incendiary 
comments on the current political situation, and a couple of 
“bus songs" that will never make it to the radio. 

When he sings “I Love This Bar,” Keith adds “Oklahoma 
Sooner fans' 1 to the list of the bar s patrons. Even in Texas, they 
love it. With hit following hit, Keith transports every person at- 
tending from the converted ice hockey rink of the cavernous Kay 
Yeager Coliseum to the intimate warmth of a local honky-tonk. 
The bodies may be standing on a cement slab, hut the spirits are 
two-stepping around a sawdust-covered floor. 

That ability, according to Milam, is another of the reasons 
Keith rocks the country charts. 

“When I met Toby, I was in the bar business,” he says, “With 
a bar band, you get people on the Hoor and burned up and ready 
to buy beer and whiskey. He could take a crowd and make them 
do just that. He could fill rhe dance floor and work the crowd. 
That's why I wanted to work with him. It s something he still 
goes after every night.' 5 

Watching explains why he thrives onstage. Listening explains 
why he also takes pleasure in the writing process. Asking explains 
why recording — a necessity Keith takes care of in the four or 
five months each year lies not on the road doing his hundred 
concerts — doesn't feed his spirit in quite the same way, 

“The least favorite thing 1 do is go in the studio,” says Keith, 
who records in Hawaii, Key West, or Miami, but rarely Nashville. 
“Sitting in there working on a record is time consuming and slow. 
In the studio, you grind away and piece things together. You don't 
get as much satisfaction as when you've finished a song. Writing 
a song you know is a great song, the light is shining bright inside 
you. That's a great feeling. Walking out onstage and lighting the 
crowd up, thats a high. 1 ' 

Onstage, Keith mugs and jokes and improvises along with 
his band and a trio of backup singers. As the crowd responds, 
he ramps it up. As he ramps it up, the crowd responds. It s quite 
a show, right up to the fireworks and unfurling of the humun- 
gous American flag and banner of Uncle Sam with Keith's guitar 
around his neck that accompany the final song, “Courrcsy of the 
Red, White, &C Blue (The Angry American),” 

Keith leads into that musical slugfest with the shows only two 
cover so n gs : t h e fam ous J i m i Hendrix “S ta r Spa ngl cd Ba n ner ' 
guitar solo and Haggard s “The high tin' Side of Me. 1 ' Almost five 
minutes of hysterical noise after the last notes, back becomes for 
his encore of “How Do You Like Me Now,” a musical question 
there’s really no need to ask. 

Despite the valleys of the early years and the dells of 
controversy, Keith is high not only on the charts but in the 
esteem of bis Industry. He seems destined to continue his ascent. 
Pick your metaphor: Either you cant keep a Big Dog down or no 
one's going to ground this Sooner superman. One thing is clear, 
though; While Oklahoma’s Sooner hero may still be headed up, 
up, he's not flying away. 
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1 1 isto vie Wv rme wood , 
Oklahoma, from the early 
1900s. clockwise from top left; 

First National Bank. Main 
Street brick laving. Son them 
National Bank. Main Street 
construction, the Wvnnewood 
Santa Fe Train Depot. and the 
New Era Building. 
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Sister City 

First in Pennsylvania, later in Oklahoma, 
the town of Wynnewood recalls memories for this transplant-turned-Okie. 

BY ADAM B U C K L E Y C 0 li E N 


Y MOTHER AND I STOOD HALE- 
way up the 1 hill on Robert S. Kerr 
Boulevard, surveying downtown Wyn- 
newood, Oklahoma. 

Some men from the local chapter of die 
Kiwanis Club were grilling burgers and dogs 
in rhe median across from the old Eskridge 
Hotel, Occasionally, a driver pulled up and 
bought a little something from them* 

It was one of those fry-an -egg-on -the- 
h ot id -( > f-y t hit- pick up Ok) a h o m a s li m m e r 
days, and I was glad to have the shade 
of a massive elm protecting us from the 
noonday sun. 

“On Saturday afternoon, it's pretty quiet 
here.” That’s what Maynita Warren, rhe 
mayor’s wife, told us when we visited with 
her i n the robustly air-conditioned Wyn- 
newood Public Library. As we sat amid rhe 
Nancy Drew and Hardy Boys dries, she 
tilled us in on the proud football heritage 
of the Wynnewood Savages (six- time Class 
A state champs), the town’s inosr famous 


natives (General Tommy Franks and 
NASA pioneer Donna Shirley), and the 
ice storm that damaged all the Bradford 
pear trees a couple of wi liters hack. 

Then she had a question for us: “What's 
your Wynnewood like?” 

You see, were from a Wynnewood, too. 
Wy n n e wood , Ben n sy I van 1 a . 

Our Wynnewood (silent “e") was 
named for Thomas Wynne, physician to 
state founder William Penn. Dating to the 
1600s, the town is dotted with baronial 
stone mansions, legacies of the captains 
of industry who called the Philadelphia 
suburb home in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. 

The forests from which Wynnewood 
draws the second half of its name have 
thinned considerably, the groves of white 
oaks, maples, and beeches replaced 
by comfortable, middle-class homes. 
Cheek-by-jowl with five surrounding 
communities, Wynnewood is less an 


entity unto itself than a part of the larger 
river of sprawl that flows westward from 
the City of Brotherly Love. So ill-defined is 
Wynnewood today that its own post office, 
election board, and civic association each 
draw the town's borders differently. 

Not so with Wynnewood, Oklahoma, 
an island of a few thousand people in the 
rural Washita Valley. The town simply 
ends where the surrounding fields begin. 
Legend has it that a pair of surveyors, Mr. 
Wynne and Mr. Wood, are responsible for 
naming the town. 

But the more likely explanation (and the 
one espoused by historian George H, Shirk 
In his book Oklahoma Place Names) is that 
the settlement— first known as Cherokee 
Town and later as Walner — took its name 
from mv hometown, 

Wynnewood is one of a handful of 
southern Oklahoma towns that has a coun- 
terpart on Philadelphia's “Main Line,” a 
string of suburbs along a stretch of railroad 
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that once formed a parr of Pennsylvania's 
Main Line of Public Works. 

The Oklahoma towns of Ardmore, 
Overbrook, Paoli, Wayne, Berwyn (which 
changed its name to Gene Autry in 1942), 
and Wynnewood all were named between 
the years 1887 and 1889, just after the 
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway 
Company laid down rracks nearby. 

Most accounts suggest that railroad men 
with Pennsylvania roots chose the names. 
Marietta, too, is named for a Pennsylvania 
town, though this community was not on 
the Main Line, 

Still, chat doesn't explain the whole 
“winny” versus “win" matter. Maynita 
didn't have an answer, and neither did Jo 
Ann Albreiclu, the towns library director. 
Mom laughingly suggested that the extra 
syllable might have something to do with 
horses. After all, raising thoroughbreds, 
Maynita told us, was big business here. 


While 1 glanced over an old brochure — 
“We verily believe," it proclaimed, “that 
Wynnewood can truthfully boast of more 
GOOD citizens and FEWER BAD ones 
than any dry of 2,700 people in the 
world” — Mom told Maynita and Jo Ann 
about the time the mayor of Ardmore, 
Oklahoma, paid a visit to Ardmore, 
Pennsylvania, 

She was pretty sure the Main Line Times 
ran photos of the Oklahoma mayor trading 
gifts with our local commissioner: Philly 
soft pretzels for a ten-gallon liar. 

We parted ways with Maynita and Jo 
Ann, then returned to the hot, still July 
day. The steak house was closed for the day, 
so we walked past the storefronts, a couple 
with “for sale" signs in front, and peeked 
into the windows of Met trys Department 
Store, established in 1 900 and still in busi- 
ness more than a century later. Cars were 
scarce, people scarcer. 


We loitered in the shadow of a brick and 
native stone building while a freight train 
clattered pasr. The trains telltale whistle 
reminded me that for more than twenty 
years, I'd called Pennsylvania home. Seven 
years ago, many stops later, 1 came to Okla- 
homa. Temporarily, I thought. But then 
I married a woman from Tulsa, and we 
bought a house in Norman and had kids. 

But there I was on that sultry afternoon, 
back in a Wynnewood. If [ dug deep 
enough, there was probably something 
a hour railroads shaping America that 
brought me to this place. Or maybe the 
duplicated towns were just one of the many 
coincidences that flit through our lives. 

On the wav home. Mom and 1 stopped 
at the Okie Noodling Tournament and Fish 
Fry in Pauls Valley. We didn’t find much 
closure there, bur we sure did see some big 
catfish. And you wont find as many of those 
in Wynnewood, Pennsylvania. 


‘Wynnewood can truthfully boast of more 

bad 


good 


citizens and fewer 


ones than any city of 2,700 people in the world. 
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By day, he delivers UPS packages to customers in 
midtown Tulsa. By night, he’s master of the lounge. 


B V VI RTUALLY EVERY M EASU RE JON BOO N 1/5 CAREER AND 
home life are as normal as they arc successful. After finishing 
his delivery route every day, the thirty- ninc-ycar-okl United Parcel 
Service driver comes home to his wife Stacy, thirty- one, and the 
couple's three children, ten-year-old Mikayht, nine-year-old Gabrielle, 
and three-vear-old Colton. Meeko, the family's five-year-old Great 
Pyrenees/yellow lab cross, waits on the porch and wags his tail as Jon 
drives up to the couple’s sprawling, 3,000-square-foot brick home 
rucked inconspicuously into a hilly, heavily wooded nine-acre lot 
just outside Sand Springs. 

After catching up on the days events, playing 
with his children, and helping with din- 
ner and homework, Boone slips quietly 
into a side room and into his second 
life, a world so incongruous with die 
stolid nature of his day job, its hard 
to reconcile die two. 

*'Hercs one from Australia called a 
knob-tail Boone says as he pulls tray 
after tray out of custom-made shelves 
that line every wall of the room. Even 
more hanks of shelves extend outward in 
all directions from the center of the room, 
forming narrow, maze-like corridors just wide enough to 
squeeze through. Custom-built geometric glass containers line the 
shelves like an old-fashioned candy store, except these containers 
obviously don’t hold candy, 

“ Here's one from Iran, one from Egypt, and another from Pakistan,’' 
Boone says, nonchalantly ticking off exotic, far-off locations. “These 
are from Oman, these are from Paraguay, this one s from India, and 
this little guys from Tanzania,” 

The little guy from Tanzania cocks his head and gives Boone a 
quick, darting glance before climbing straight up the smooth glass 
wall of his container. It's all in a days routine for a gecko, and all in 
a days work for Boone, a UPS driver who a/so happens ro be one of 
the world’s foremost gecko experts. 

Boones name and face are as familiar to a worldwide network of 
scientists, researchers, exotic animal importers, and conservationists 

With more than 1,000 mouths to teed, gecko expert and UPS 
driver Jon Boone buys 50,000 live crickets each month. Some 
geckos olso consume fruit-based baby food, yogurt and nectar. 



as they are to the Tulsa residents and businesses lie's been deliver- 
ing packages to for the past fifteen years. Hes traveled die world 
searching out rare and undiscovered gecko species, trekked through 
steaming jungles and scorched deserts, and successfully raised and 
propagated some of the rarest geckos on the planet. 

Boone is also an author, having published a number of articles in 
scientific journals as well as advanced hobbyist publications. 

“I Ve always been interested in geckos,” says Boone. “When l was 
a kid, 1 was interested in a lot of different animals, but I gravitated 
toward geckos because they Ye so much more diverse. 
There are close to 1 ,200 species and subspecies. 
Its an inexhaustible group of lizards that ! 
can explore and work with for a lifetime 
and still find new things/ 1 

At the rate Boones going, he might 
exhaust that resource sooner than he 
thinks, Tve reproduced mote than three 
hundred species, hut right now Pm a little 
down. IVe only got around a thousand 
geckos of about 1 50 species.” 

That’s right. Boone and his family share 
their home with more than 1 ,000 geckos 
from around the world, some so rare they are the 
only specimens in captivity anywhere in the world. 

Some spouses may balk at so many cold-blooded ho u segues ts, 
but Boones gecko habit is something his wife Stacy has embraced, 
in an anus-length sort of way. 

“I’m not as interested in geckos as he is, hut 1 like them, and I 
certa i nly adm ire h is capabil i tics wit li i hem , she says, “However, 
it s not something ] prefer to do in my free time. Most of my time 
I spend with the kids. Bui I really enjoy going on the trips. They Ye 
a blast.” 

In fact, it was Boone's wild tales of trips to foreign lands that first 
caught Stacy s ear, then her heart. 

7 was a waitress at the time working my way through sdtpo/T 
says Stacy, “and he would come in with these stories about going 
to Central and South America and all these exotic places. We were 
all just floored hv it. Here we were in small-town Oklahoma, and 
this guy was talking about jungles.” 

The two started dating in 1 99 1 and were married a year later. Her 
first trip to Africa came in 1 994 when the couple took a research nip 
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The Boones share their home with more than 1,000 geckos 


to Morocco, one of the very countries Jon had regaled her with tales 
of before they were married. 

“It was a different experience than a normal vacation, bur it 
was fun,* Stacy says. The couple returned to Africa in 1 995, 
spending three and a half weeks in the Sahara Desert pursuing 
new gecko species, 

Jon and Stacys children take their houseguests in stride* “Oh, 
they love it," says Stacy. “Gabby’s not quite so enthralled as Mikayla 
and Colton are, but they all like to watch them.” 

“Much to Stacys chagrin, the first word out both of our daugh- 
ters' mouths was "gecko, " says Boone. “When they were infants, 
the gecko room was so eye-catching to them with all the lights 
and plants and animals, they would just sit and stare at cages for 
hours while I worked* As I worked. 111 say "gecko, gecko’ to them 
and point them out. Before we knew it, it wasn't 
"Mommy* or “Daddy" they were saying, it 
was gecko. 

Firsthand research is a big part of 
Boones avocation. He took his first 
rrip to Belize in 1985 and has been 
globetrotting ever since. On average, 

Boone takes two to three trips per year 
in search of geckos. Southern Africa 
is of particular interest to Boone, so 
much so that he is in the process of 
producing a DVD journal of his travels 
and discoveries documenting the geckos 
of the region. 

“There’s a huge number of gecko species in that part of the 
world, 1 says Boone. “You can literally go from one outcropping of 
rock to another and find new, undiscovered species." 

That's jusr what happened on his latest trip to Africa, when 
he and three German scientists discovered three completely new 
species of gecko. 

14 We were quite lucky, because its so hard ro find new species," 
Boone says. “Its such an immense place, and there are very few 
roads. We traveled over five thousand miles searching for geckos 
in a little over three weeks." 

One of the new gecko species Boone discovered may not have 
happened were it not for a fortuitous bit of good luck and a 
full bladder. 

“We were in Namibia, in the middle of some black volcanic rock 
in a barren, hot, alluvial plain," says Boone. “We got out because 
one of the scientists had to use the bathroom. We were sitting 
around waiting and turning over a few rocks, and this thing shot 
out from under them. We couldn’t catch any of them, so we left. 
I knew it had to be something new, so I went back and managed 
to catch some.” 

The mysterious little gecko ended up being completely new 
to science. Boones discovery means there’s a chance the geckos 
official scientific name may end up honoring him. Jon Boone 
would then be the first and probably only UPS driver with a gecko 
named after him. 


ROWING UP IN TULSA, BOONE ALWAYS KNEW HE WAS 
going to do something with reptiles. An outdoorsy kid who 
could never walk by a rock or log without seeing what might be 
under it, Boone graduated from Tulsa’s Nathan Hale High School in 
1 983 and took that passion for reptiles to Oklahoma State University 
in Stillwater, where he majored in zoology with every intention of 
becoming a scientist. 

Even then, geckos played a large part in Boone’s plans, “By the 
rime I went to college, 1 had a collection of fort)' to fifty geckos," he 
says, “I discovered that J was good with geckos, and 1 could write 
about them pretty well.” 

I hc genesis of Boones gecko interest starred in 1983, wfien he 
met a gecko expert at a national convention in Dallas. 

“At the time, there were just a handful of gecko keepers in the 
nation,” Boone says, “We went to his motel room, 
and he gave a slide show of the geckos he’d 
collected over the years, I was amazed. 1 
called all the importers and collectors, 
started talking to scientists, and pretty 
soon people started sending me spe- 
cies they couldn't identify. I went to 
the literature and started studying idl 
these new species, built up a big library, 
and came up with the idea in college 
that I wanted to eventually write a hook 
that describes all the species of geckos in 
the world.” 

In 1 988, a chance encounter with Big Brown 
would forever change Boone’s life. That's the year he 
took a student job as a UPS loader. Hes been with the company 
ever since. 

“It was a lucrative job, and I enjoyed it,” he says. "I have no regrets. 
1 get to do everything I ever wanted to, and I have a great day job, too. 
Working for UPS has never kept me from doing what I love,” 

Boone never finished his degree, but he also never lost his inter- 
est in geckos. If anything, he says, working for UPS has given him 
more opportunity than ever. 

“in October 2002, l went to Africa for a month,’’ says Boone, 
“I didn't have enough vacation time, and UPS really worked with 
me to cover it.” 

He says he has no intention of leaving the company for greener 
gecko pastures. “Why would 1 leave?” he asks. "Its a great job. The 
UPS and geckos complement each other because they Ye both all 
about being efficient, economic, and having good time management 
and productivity,” 

Boone says the initial response of coworkers is a bit quizzical. 
“Once they understand the scope of what I do and why 1 do it, they 
understand," he says, “Yes, it's my interest and my hobby, but it's also 
the pursuit of knowledge. I get these new species, 1 establish them, 
figure them out, and disperse them to other people. Every species 

Jon Boone's daughters, Gabrielle, above, and Mikayla, right, 
enjay the geckos so much that they keep a few in cages in their 
bedrooms and consider them pets. 
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‘The first word out of our daughters’ mouths was “gecko.”' 


is a new challenge* and that's what I like about it* Its all about the 
exploration and discovery of it all.” 

S OM E TWENTY YEARS LATER, BOONE HASN’T LOST A SINGLE 
bit of char childhood fascination with geckos. He becomes ani- 
mated as he shepherds visitors around his gecko room, 

“This one could tear you up,” Boone says as he lifts a flat rock 
out of a large container. On the underside of the rock sits a ten-inch 
gecko staring back at Boone with large, baleful eyes. “This comes 
from Mozambique and Zimbabwe in southern Africa, and in this 
species, the egg actually has to incubate for twice as long as regular 
gecko eggs in order to hatch.” 

Boone places the feaxsome- looking creature back in its tank and 
stops in front of another. 

“Now this is a really interesting species from Australia/' Boone 
says as he picks up a small, two-inch gecko with a short, lumpy tail. 
“When its stressed or grabbed by a predator, the spines on its tail 
emit a glue-like substance that sets up like Super Glue. It gums up 
the mouth of whatever s trying to eat it/' 

Boone says while in transit, the geckos are none the worse 
for the experience. “These animals are accustomed 
to living in burrows/' he says. “So being in 
containers or boxes during shipping are 
much more generous accommodations 
than what nature usually offers them* 

They weather it just fine* ' 

When shippinggeckos internation- 
ally, he typically uses Delta Airlines, 
hut an account with UPS is good for 
dest in atfons wi th i n the United States* As 
he tells it, “I can take care of my second 
job while I'm on the way to my first. Its 
just more convenient and efficient/' 

Boone stops in front of another container. “This 
gecko here, lie says, gently lifting a tiny, drab-looking baby gecko, 
“is one l collected in Africa, arid these are the first babies anywhere 
in the world/' 

Boone has so many rare and unique species, its hard for visitors 
to keep up with the dizzying array of geckos* “Heres the species I 
found in Namibia* The only [captive] ones in the world are here 
in my house,” 

Boones geckos are constantly hatching young, often for the first 
time under human watch, “This little species right here/' Boone 
says as he points out a tiny lizard clinging to the sheer glass side of 
a container, “comes from the United Arab Emirates, fm the only 
one who's ever bred them and kept them alive*” 

Breeding geckos is a large part of Boones operation, and when it 
comes to putting geckos in the mood for love, he has no equal. “1 just 
have a knack for knowing how to make them comfortable. I think 

Jon Boone's home currently holds nearly 200 gecko tanks. His new 
addition, once completed, will accommodate 500. Boone's tanks 
are more than mere aquariums; he designed each far the animals' 
comfort and easy cleaning. 


the key is familiarity with the subject* You can look at certain animals 
and know how they fed by body language. I can do the same thing 
with these geckos because IVe been studying them so long/ 1 
Boone stops in front of yet another container* “For example, heres 
a species from New Zealand that gives live birth*” he says. “Its all 
about closely emulating their natural environment* This gecko is 
associated with a single species of bush, so 1 went out to a garden 
store and found a synthetic bush that looks exactly like it. Without 
it* they just don't fed comfortable*” 

During gecko breeding season, usually in the spring, Boone has to 
check for new eggs every dav. He scops in front of a small* shoebox- 
sized container and opens the lid. “Here arc some hatching now/* 
he says* A tiny head pokes out of a pea-sized, leathery egg. Boone 
gently places the box back on the shelf. 

In addition to collecting and breeding, Boone also obtains geckos 
from a large network of scientists, researchers, and importers who 
go into the field collecting animals for scientific purposes. “They 
send them to me to breed because they may be allowed to only 
bring two or three specimens of a certain species out of the coun- 
try*” he says. 

Despite the gargantuan nature of his gecko 
collection, ir takes a surprisingly small 
amount of time to care for it. “There 
will be days when I don't have to do 
anything, and other days I spend several 
hours just feeding and watering,” says 
Boone, “But on average, I spend about 
ten to fifteen hours a week on feeding, 
watering, breeding, writing articles, and 
shipping off specimens.” 

Boone is justifiably proud of his ac- 
complishments, bur also thankful for the 
opportunity geckos have afforded him. “The 
very fact that some of these species are in captivity at 
all is a miracle, and for me to have them and breed them like this 
is an ultimate privilege.” 

Boone isn't resting on his laurels* however* He's finishing up a 
specially constructed, 1 * 500-square-foot building next to his house 
that, when finished, will hold 500 tanks and the majority of his 
collection. “1 need the room/ 1 he says. 

In addition to the two to three overseas trips he takes every year, 
Boone is also continuing plans for publishing die definitive gecko 
reference book he first envisioned back in college* 

“It's a formidable task, because there are always new species being 
described* but I’d like to make it as complete as possible/’ he says. 

No matter how many exotic locales he explores* Monday morn- 
ings will continue to find him donning the familiar brown uniform 
and hitting the streets of Tulsa* 

“Oh* yeah,” he says. ‘Tm going to finish out my career with 
UPS. f don't have any intention of leaving. IVe got the best of both 
worlds tight here*” 

Chad Love is a writer living in Woodward. 



5 3 


PEOPLE 


Fi^jitierEp^S 

Country ^£§1 


FRONTIER COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 


0K1AH0MA. 

NAIM AMERICA 

1 - 800 - 652-6552 



800-767-7260 i \ <'mnH ( x'hi'oiIk'h 

www.visitnorman.com VistimBuraut 



17UTt/\ 


Oklahoma City. OK 


A ni *r\ Makers 


FEBRUARY 14- 
MAY 16, 2004 


Gums. Ammunition 
Adventure During 
E8BPgoi_dem Age or illustration 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

& WESTERN HERITAGE 


MUSEUM 


Shopping 


129 


nahonalco wtoy m 


useum 


org 


Orijir 



Outdoor Symbolic Memorial 
Open 24 hours a dzy> sewn days 
a week There is no charge to 
tour the Memorial grounds. 


Memorial Museum 
Open seven days a week 

Monday ■ Saturday. 9 am. - 6 p.m. 

Sunday^. .. 1 p.nr - 6 p.tn. 

Tftkt safer stop Mf m S-W pn 


Admission: 

Adulo_ — $7 

Seniors,... 16 
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Children S fit Under. No charge 
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It's not like any museum I've 
ever seen l We can touch 
and play and imagine life in 
a child-size town! Come and 
experience it for yourself! 

jasmine 
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 

Seminote, Oklahoma 
1 800-259-KIDS 

.. .where children play to learn 
6 adults learn to play. 

1714 Highway 9 W 
(405) 382-0950 

Hours open; 

Tues. - Sat . I Oam - 5pm 
Sunday I pm - 5pm 






There's just too much to fit into one weekend.,. 


Coll for your FREE Visitors Guido 


Stillwater Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 


800 - 991-6717 



SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY 


And you’ll receive: 

•The Hocclsjnns and 
Bed Sf Breakfasts Issue 
•6 Regular Issues 
•The 2005 OKT Traveler 


All for just $ 1 9.95 

Mention code FC4 

( 800 ) 777-1793 
ok I ahomatoday.com 
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Absentee Shawnee Tribe 
2025 S. Gordon Cooper Dr. 
Shawnee, Ok 74801 



w w w. astribe.com 
(405) 275-4030 
1-800-2 50-3341 
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THE FOOD NETWORK 

What a way to grow: With an influx of fantastic new eater- 
ies like lorn & Jerry's Steak and Fish Grille in Oklahoma City and 
Cafe Bella tn Stillwater, the waistlines of Sooner citizens are hap- 
pily expanding, From seasoned Oklahoma restaurateurs to nation- 
ally trained chefs returning to their native land, our great states culinary 
IQ is definitely on the rise. Course for course, palates dance the two-step 
at Oklahoma-horn dining establishments/! he Hah Hive that follow are 
just a few examples of the new culinary excellence found in our towns, 
cities, and vacation spots. — $uzy Thompson and Ja'Rena Smith 


Mike and Cindy Withrow enjoy dinner 
at Rooster in Wine in Enid* 


GREEN COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-922-2118 • www.greencountryok.com 


OKLAHOMA 

NAIM AMERICA 


1 - 800 - 652-6552 



M&D Star Drug 

On the square in historic 
downtown OkmuJgcc 

A full-line pharmacy featur- 
ing Hallmark Cards, Russell 
Stover Candies* Village Candles, 
Fenton Glass, and cosmetics, 
perfumes and colognes. 

The largest gift selection 
in Okmulgee County 



" Your Prescription Store" 


Open Mun. - Fri. 8:30am - 6pm 
Sat. 9am - 4pm 
108 S. Morton 
(9181756-1322 



A historic 
museum comes ^ 
alive on the square 
downtown Okmulgee at the 
House* a precious symbol of the 
heritage of the Muscogee {Creek) people 
Discover a wonderful array of American 
Indian art, jewelry and hooks at the 
museum's Red Stick Gallery, 

Open Tues, - Sat, 

IGa.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

106 W. 6th Street * 

{918) 756-2324 


Visit tfie 
‘ Reservation and 
! ’Experience 
the Osage 

„.w/icrv you iv live Hit past 
and dream the future 

* OSAGE TRIBAL MUSEUM 
•THE MILLION DOLLAR ELM 
•THE TALLGRA5S PRAIRIE 
•WHETEHAER MEMORIAL 
•LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN 
•OSAGE HILLS STATE PARK 
•BtGHEART MUSEUM 
•CASINOS At PAW HU SKA 
AND HOMINY 



Osage Tourism Office I; 

www.osagetribe.com i 

\9\ 8] 287-5398 
fS77J 287*5398 




Okmulgee 

Old-Fashioned Charm! 


Take a inp this year to Okmulgee, 
and discover old-fashioned charm in 
a tum-of-the-century setting. Take a 
stroll around our classic town square 
filled with a variety of gift shops and 
antique stores. Lcam about our fascinat- 
ing history at the Creek Council House 
Museum, And enjoy a homestyle meal at 
one of our quaint eateries. 

Just minutes from our historic 
downtown is the tranquil and scenic 
setting of the Okmulgee and Dripping 
Springs Stale Parks. The Parks offer 
boating, fishing, handicapped-accessible 
nature trails, camping, rv sites and more. 
Enjoy a weekend of the beautiful nature- 
filled outdoors nestled in northeastern 
Oklahoma. 


www.tourokmulgee.com 


Discover 

OKmulgee! 


Make plans to visit Okmulgee, where 
you'll discover Norman Rockwell charm 
12 months out of the year! 


For more information contact: 

Okmulgee Main Street & 
Tourism Program 

208 W. 6th St. * Okmuleee, OK 74447 
(918)758-1015 


G ETA WAY GUIDE 


"Few things about a culture are more revealing than food/' 

— Marian Clark, In The Route 66 Cookbook 







Southeastern Son 

North of Beavers Bend State Park 
locals Chad and Masheli Sargent own 
AbencKago's, a spacious eatery and 
bar with a casuahyetelegant vibe. The 
menu includes lobster and filet mignon 
served bistro- style and a variety of 
other delicious entrees. The bananas 
jubilee shouldn't be missed, both for 
its blissfully sweet taste and flambeed 
and flamboyant presentation. U.S. 
Highway 259 North Stephens Gap 
Road in Hochatown, (580) 494-7222, 


Thai Times Three 

Padthah a tiny Thai restaurant south 
of Owen Field in Norman, has raised the 
bar on the versatile cuisine of its namesake 
country. Named after the most famous 
dish in Thailand, the Chunrarasorn fam- 
ily offers nine different varieties of the 
namesake noodle dish in addition to savory 
coconut curries, stir fries, and rice dishes. 
The Norman location can now be consid- 
ered the flagship; the Chuntarasoms have 
recently added two Padthais in Oklahoma 
City, 1309 Jenkins Avenue in Norman, 
(405) 364-9988. 


On 'Cue 

At Iron Starr Urban BBQ, Oklahoma 
barbecue with a sophisticated edge com- 
bines the worlds of fine dining and smoke 
house to great effect. Owners Heather 
and Keith Paul, who also run Cheever s 
Cafe in Oklahoma City, added Iron Starr 
to their repertoire because they saw an 
obvious niche to fill- — upscale barbecue 
with fine wine, spectacular desserts, 
and daily specials. Their take on fusion 
cuisine is St, Louis-style ribs served 
with sides like southwest jieama 
slaw and mac and cheese made with 
Gruyere and penne served on tables 
with starched white tablecloths. The 
massive slice of seven -layer choco- 
late cake feeds three easily, 3700 
North Shared in Oklahoma City, 

(405) 524-5925. 
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IT'S ABOUT THYME 

After traveling the world to hone his 
culinary ski Its, chef Bill Harris opened 
Thyme-Ail American Bistro in 2002 in 
his native Tulsa. Harris creates everything 
in the house, including the warm lentil and 
tofu salad, walnut and Stilton filet, and the 
famous chocolate dream, a mousse covered 
with chocolate ganache and cappuccino 
sauce, Harris ail Is Thyme his cul inary head- 
quarters: Its the home base for his catering 
business, specialty dinners, and cooking 
classes, 3023-C South Harvard in Tulsa, 
(918) 742-7013. webthyme.net. 


Fowl Play 

You II find no tablecloths or baskets of 
bread at Rooster in Wine restaurant 
in Enid. But servings of sweet potato 
shoestrings and several decorated fowl 
give this eclectic new Enid restaurant its 
own special flavor 

Rooster in Wine offers guests 
hamburgers, ribs, and Its signa- 
ture dish, coq au vin, the French 
entree that literally translates to 
the restaurant's moniker. 

The welcoming green, red, 
and yellow color scheme and 
family ambiance allow for dining as 
comfortably in shorts and a T-shi rt as 
suit and tie. 

'"We're trying to bridge the gap 
between corporate restaurants and 
fine dining/' says owner and chef Bill 
Forster. 2302-A West Willow in Enid, 
(580) 234-9463. 
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RED CARPET COUNTRY 

For more information, contact us at 
1-800-447-2698 • www.redcarpetcountry.com 
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CHISHOLM TRAIL- 
Garfield County Fairgrounds 
III Was t Purdue, Enid, OK 73701 
580-237-0238 
www-c hi $ hoi m t raHgxpo . co m 



KNID Agrnest - January 9-10 
Chisholm Trail Expo Center 


Tops fin Blue - February 14 
Chisholm Trail Expo Center 


NW District Junior Livestock Show - March 4-7 
I Chisholm Trail Pavilion 


Testate Music Festival - April 29-May 1 
Various locat ions 



eagLe watcH 
at kaw Lake 



January 1 7, 2004 
For information call 
580/762-9494 or 
877/671 6985 

kawlake@kskc.net 
www . ka wl a ke.com 
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Chamber of Commerce 


580 136-4684 
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EVENTSGUIDE 

A Guide to Activities and Events Statewide 


BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center Adams Blvd & Cherokee 
Ave. Jan 1 7, Lewis & Clark Concert, Feb 4, 
United Slates Navy Band Concert. Feb 5, Ti- 
tanic — The Musical, Feb 24, Alborodo. (918) 
3372787 

The Art of the Alfa Romeo Jan 1 -Feb 8, Price 
Tower Arts Center. (91 8) 336-4949 
Wendy Kesselman's The Diary of Anne 
Frank Jan 30-Feb 1, Feb 6-8, Theater Bartles- 
ville (91 8) 336-1900 

ENID 

Agrifest Jon 9-10, Garfield County Fairgrounds. 
(580) 237-1390 

Hot 'n Cole Musical Review Jan 23-24, 29-3 1 , 
Gaslight Theatre. (580| 234 8171 
Katherine Wolfe Feb 14-15, Enid Symphony 
Center, (580) 237-9646 

MUSKOGEE 

Martin Luther King Celebration Jan 19, Civic 
Center. (918) 684-6359 

Multicultural Rodeo Feb 13-15, Fairgrounds. 
(918] 682-2401 

Kiwanis Chili Day Feb 24, Civic Center. (918) 
682-1047 

Ruthless Feb 27-29, Muskogee Little Theatre. 
(918) 683 7660 

In Black and While Feb 29, Three Rivers Museum, 
(918) 686-6624 

NORMAN 

Lake Thunderbird State Park South Side 
at Clear Bay. jon 3, Dutch Oven Cooking for 
Beginners. Jan 17, 31, Feb 2 1 , Eagle Watch. 
Feb 28, Advanced Dutch Oven Cooking. (405) 
3214633 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natu- 
ral History 2401 Chautauqua Ave Feb 21, 
Happy Birthday Museum Day. Feb 23-29, 
Amazonian Biodiversity Through the Eyes of 
Amphibians St Reptiles. (405) 3254712 
Special Olympics Oklahoma State Winter 
Games Jon 16-1 8, University of Oklahoma 
Campus, (918] 4811 234 
Creature Features Jan 1 7, Little River Zoo. (405] 
366-7229 

Young Choreographers' Showcase Jan 22- 

25, Rupel J. Jones Theatre, (405) 325-5321 

75lh Anniversary: A Century of Irving Berlin 

Feb 6, Sooner Theatre. (405] 321-9600 
Chocolate Festival Feb 7, Norman North High 
School. (405) 329-4523 

The Country Holiday Feb 12-22, WeiFzenhoffer 
Theatre. {405) 325-5321 

Doc Tate Southwestern Gala Feb 14, University 
of Oklahoma Memorial Union Ballroom. (405] 
321-8070 



OKLAHOMA CITY 

Civic Center Music Hall 701 N Walker, Jan 10, 
C [assies Concert Featuring Ransom Wilson, (405) 
297-2264 Jan 1 3-18, Grease, (405) 297-2264. 
Jon 23-24, Glen Campbell with the Oklahoma 
City Philharmonic, (405) 232 7575. Feb 7, 
Classics Concert Featuring Valery Kuleshov, 
(405) 232-7575. Feb 13-15, A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, (405 j 848-8637, Feb 27-28, 
The Broadway Concert — A Romantic Journey, 
(405) 232-7575. Feb 27-29 , Trojan Women, 
(405] 879-2191 

Cox Business Services Convention Center 

Robinson & Sheridan. Jan 29-Feb 1 , Oklahoma 


Garden Festival, (405) 528-2996 Feb 27-29, 
House Beautiful Show, (405) 843- 1 508 
Ford Center Robinson & Reno. Jan 3, Touchstone 
Energy All-College Basketball Clossic, (405) 236- 
5000. Jan 15-17, Harlem Globetrotters, (602) 
258-0000. Jan 15-18, International Finals Rodeo, 
(405) 235-6540 

Oklahoma City Community College 7777 S 
May. Jan 27, Edgar Cruz, Feb 1 0, Chen Zirnbal- 
isla (405) 682-7579 

Oklahoma City University 2501 N Blackweider. 
Jan 28, Andy Harnsberger, Master Gass, Feb 
20-22, The Merry Widow. (405) 52 1 5277 
Stage Center 400 W Sheridan. Jan 93 1 , Proof, 
Feb 2029, Incorruptible (405) 232 h5500 


N A JAM 


The Western Hills 

Enjoying a great Oklahoma blue- 
grass festival Isn't just fun in the sun. The 
Western Hills Bluegrass Festival near 
Wagoner offers a wintertime picker's 
paradise of warmth and wonder. 

Players and fans of tunes from the 
high lonesome to light-hearted will enjoy 
a blizzard of concerts, workshops, and 
jamming opportunities inside Western 
Hills Guest Ranch on Fort Gibson Lake. 

"The rural atmosphere is perfect for 
this gathering/' says Wilda Thomas of 
Shawnee, who coordinates the festival 
with her husband Don. "We were 
thrilled to find the spot twenty-five years 
ago, ond the festival grows each year." 


Bluegrass Festival 

Fourteen bands — the Ar buckles, the 
String Dudes, and others— from six 
states will perform concerts Wednesday 
through Saturday, 

Tve been to the festival three years 
and recommend it highly/' soys Jody 
Adams, native Oklahoman and member 
of Colorado-based the String Dudes, 
"Bluegrass musicians are like a family, 
and the festival really is an extended- 
family reunion/' — Cindy Kelly 

The Western Hii/s Bluegrass Festival, 
January 1 4-J7 at Western Hil/s Guest Ranch 
in Sequoyah State Park. (405) 273-8578; 
ban jo susa . com/Westem h fm . 
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One January 

There is much I have Forgotten— 

the degree of gleam at Emerald Vista 

what we talked about as we approached Mount Scott 

every marker mile of Talimena Drive 

the shades of sugar maple in the Kiamiehi Mountains 

under stars, how black Black Mesa was 

! cannot recall 

why we lost our way to Laughing Creek 
the number of cypress trees at Beavers Bend 
how the rocks took human form at Charons Gardens 
the time it took to walk from Roman Nose to Bridal Falls 
the fire we built at Cedar Lake (or did we use (he stove?) 

But the sun on New Years Day 
warmed the windshield all the way to Tahlequah 
down the gravel road opening into a sea of yellow 
grass we named the Sea of January and the Sacred 
Sea of Resolutions, and we were buoyed seeing the 
bison rising out of the waves like floating tabernacles. 


—Jane Vincent Taylor 

Jane Vincent TayJor a reference librarian of ihe University of Centra/ Oklahoma in 
Edmond. She resides in Ok/ohoma City. 


Stafe Fair Park 1 44 & NW 1 Oth St. Jan ] 6-1 8, 
Oklahoma Home and Garden Show, (512)218- 
9118, Feb 6-8, An Affair of the Heart, (405) 
632-2652 Feb 12-15, Tackle Show, (405) 
943-3800. Feb 21-22, Friends of the Library 
Sale, (405) 495-5957 

George Washington: A National Treasure 

Jar 1-Feb 29, Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 
(405) 236-3100 

Monster Trucks: The Science of Extreme 
Machines Jan 1-Feb 29, Omniplex. (405) 
602-3731 

H2-OH! Fountains Galore! Feb 3 3-29, Myriad 
Botanical Gardens. (405] 297-3995 

STILLWATER 

Oklahoma State University Gardiner Art 
Gallery 1 08 Bartlett Center. Jan 1 2 -Feb 1 1 r 
Benjamin HarjoJr, Art Show, Jan 24, Allied Arts 
Showcase: Andes Montes, Feb 1 5-29, Student 
Invitational AM Show, (405] 743-3697 
Oklahoma State University Seretean Center 
Concert Hall Feb 7, Five by Design Concert. 
(405) 743-3697 

Radio Big Boy Toy Show Feb 20-22, Expo 
Center. (405) 743-369 7 


TAHLEQUAH 

Northeastern State University Center for 
the Performing Arts 608 N Grand Ave 
Jan 20, Lazer Vaudeville: Past & Present, jan 
30, Les Ballets Trockadera de Monte Carlo: 
The World's Foremost All Male Ballet Company 
(918] 458-2075 

Artists Showcase. Feb 1-29, Cherokee Heritage 
Center. (918] 456-6007 

TULSA 

Fairgrounds 4 1 45 E 2 1 St St. Jan 2-3, Tulsa Shoot- 
out. Jon 7-10, Chili Bowl Midget Nationals, [91 8) 
838-3777. Jan 10-11, Oklahoma Racers Auction. 
Jon 17-18, RK Gun & Knife Show (918) 744- 
1 1 1 3. jan 23-25, Longhorn World Championship 
Rodeo, (615) 876-1016. jan 26-Feb 1, Boat, 
Sport & Travel Show, (91 8] 486-3310 

Tulsa Opera 1610 South Boulder Jan 12-13, 
19-20, 26-27, Green Eggs and Ham. jan 12- 
30, Stone Soup. Feb 28, The Barber of Seville, 
(918] 5874811 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 1 0 E 2nd St. 

Jan 6-11, Grease, (918} 5967109. Jan 1 1 . Trio 
Tulsa Concert, (918] 5 87-3802 Jan 16-17, Miss 


Nelson Is Missing, [918] 596-71 1 1 , Feb 6-8, 
Giselle, [918] 749-6006 

Harlem Globetrotters Jan 9, Mabee Center 
(918} 495-6000 

Lecture Series — Joel Siegel Jar 1 6, Tulso Town 
Hall (918) 749-5965 

Chocolate Cravings Feb 6, Adam's Mark Hotel, 
(918) 7469216 

WEATHERFORD 

Southwestern Oklahoma State University 
Fine Arts Center 100 Campus Dr, Feb 10, 
Peking Acrobats, Feb 13, Jazz Festival. (580) 
77 4-3063 

Livestock Show Feb 13-14, Rader Park Rodeo 
Arena. (580) 772-7744 

WOODWARD 

Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum 2009 
Williams Ave. Jan 6-24, Oklahoma Watered or 
Traveling Exhibit, Feb 5-27, Western Paintings 
Exhibition. (580) 25641 36 
The Hughes Brothers feb 28, Woodward Arts 
Theatre. (580) 2567120 

OUT AND ABOUT 

ADA Paul Walsh Paintings, jan 9-Feb 6, East 
Central University's Educalion Building. (580) 
310-5356 

ALVA Dallas Brass, Feb 2, Northwestern Okbho-ma 
Slate University's Herod Hall. (580) 3278591 
ARDMORE Profiles and Perspectives: Lowell 
Catlett, Feb 26, Charles B. Goddard Center. 
(580) 224-6379 

BRAGGS Valentine Weekend, Feb 13-14, Green- 
leaf Slate Park. (918] 487-7125 
CHANDLER Lincoln County Trade Days, Jan 16 
18, Feb 13-15, Fairgrounds and Tilghmon Park, 
(405) 258 3215 

CHECOTAH Fabulous February BEuegrass Fes- 
tival, Feb 28-29, Fountainhead Resort. (918) 
689-9173 

CH1CKASHA Oklahoma Fiddlers Show, Jan 1 1 , 
25, Feb 8, 22, Barden Community Center, (405) 
224 4261 

CLAREMORE Green Country Fishing and Hurt- 
ing Shaw, Feb 19-22, Expo Center, (405) 
943-3800 

COLCORD Chili Cook-off, Jan 17. Dan Draper 
Community Center. (918) 326-1524 
CORN German Feast & Auction, Feb 7, Corn Bible 
Academy. (580) 343-2262 
DEL CITY Oklahoma Bluegrass Club Concert, 
Jan 3, Feb 7, Kerr Jr High School, (405) 
6771509 

DUNCAN The Braschler Music Show, Jan 17, 
Simmons Center Theatre. (580] 658-9388 
EDMOND Kiss Me Kate, Feb 4, University of Central 
Oklahoma. (405) 974-2980 
ELK CITY Bi-State Shootout, Feb 20-22, Area 
Gymnasiums. (580) 323-1981 
ELK CITY Western Oklahoma Boat & Sport Show, 
Feb 21-22, Civic Center. (580) 225-0207 
EUFAULA Your Friends in the Wild Eagle Watch, 
Feb 7 Brocken Cove at Lake Eufaula- (91 8) 
6894607 

FREDERICK Fantastic Oyster Fry, Feb 2 1 . Prather 
Brown Center, (580) 335-2 1 26 
FREEDOM Bat Education Day, Feb 2627, Alabaster 
Caverns State Park, (580) 621-3381 
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A PATCHWORK PLANET 


The Oklahoma City 

if you recognize Flying Geese and Ocean Wave as more 
than manifestations of nature, the third annual Oklahoma 
City Winter Quilt Show in January should thrill you to pieces. 

The show will offer those passionate about quilt patterns 
more than 250 cloth creations, $6,000 in door prizes, vendor 
booths stuffed with quilting wares, and classes and lectures. 

Lecturing and teaching will be Marianne Fons, costar 
of PBS' Fons & Porter's Love of Quilting and coeditor of the 
magazine of the same name; acclaimed quilter Mary Ellen 
Hopkins; and quilting author Jackie Robinson, For $45, vish 
tors can make an appointment with expert Carol Elmore to 
have their own treasures appraised. 

Hinton quilter Ruth Harris, who has won more than fifty 
ribbons for her art quilts, is cocurating the traveling exhibit, 
Women of Biblical Proportion , for its regional debut. 


Winter Quilt Show 

"It's an exhibition by women, for women, and about 
women," says Harris. "Some pieces are contemporary and 
abstract; others are very realistic." 

Randa Parrish, the show's creator, has arranged for the 
Mountain Mist Historical Collection to be on display. These 
antique quilts from the 1930s and 1940s reflect intricate 
patterns and traditional applique. 

"These are exquisite traditional works," she says. "Our 
show presents many art quilts, but we know many people like 
the traditional as well. Our goal in getting this antique collec- 
tion was to provide that, too." — Kathryn Jenson White 

The Oklahoma City Winter Guilt Show vvf/f be held January 15-17 
at the Cox Business Services Convention Center Admission is $7 a 
day or $18 hr a three-day pass. (405) 853-6301; prairiequi/t.com. 


GROVE Home and Garden Show, Feb 6-8. Civic 
Center. (9 1 8) 786-9079 

GUTHRIE Bullnanza: A Tribute to freckles Brown 
& Lane Frost, Jan 30-3 1 , Lazy E Arena. [405) 
2827433 

GUTHRIE On Golden Pond. Jan 30-Feb 28, Pollard 
Theatre. (405J 282-2800 
GUYMON AMBUCs Better Living Show, Feb 27- 
29, Activity Center. (580) 338-7077 
HULBERT Eagle Tour, Jan 1 0 r Sequoyah State Park. 
(918) 772-2 1 08 

JIT Eagle Watch, Jan 10, Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge. (580) 626-4794 
KAW CITY Eagle Watch, Jan 1 7, Kaw Lake. [580) 
762-9494 

KINGFISHER County Spring Livestock Show, Feb 
21-24, Fairgrounds, [405) 375-3822 
LAWTON Struggle for Equality; A Community View, 
Jan 1- Feb 29, 601 Ferris. [580] 581-3460 
LONE WOLF In Search of Eagles, jan 2-Feb 15, 
Quartz Mountain Park. (580) 563-2238 
McALESTER Chocolate Festival, Feb 13-14, Meet- 
ing Place (918) 423 7272 
MEDICINE PARK Polar Bear Plunge, Feb 7, 
Medicine Creek. (580) 529-2945 


MIDWEST CITY Poetry at Rose, Jon 30, Rose 
Stole College H 0 Atkinson Theatre (405} 
733-7380 

MIDWEST CITY Shemekia Copeland with Special 
Guests Pinkie and the Snakeshakers & ShorH 
Dogg, Feb 10, Rose Stole College Performing 
Arts Theater [405) 733-7457 
MUSKOGEE Marlin Luther King Jr. Celebration, 
Civic Center. (918) 684-6363 
PAWHUSKA Trout Derby, Feb 28. Lake Pawhuska. 
(918) 287-1208 

SAND SPRINGS Eagle Days, Jan 10, 18, Key- 
stone Lake Area. (918) 241-4273 
SHAWNEE Jerry's Girls, Jan 30-31 , Feb 6-7, Ritz 
Theatre. (405] 273 1080 
SHAWNEE The Last Night of Ballyhoo, Feb 
20-22, 26-28, Shawnee Lillie Theatre (405) 
275-7512 

SULPHUR Bald Eagle Watch, Jan. 17, 24, 
Chickasaw National Recreation Areo, [580) 
622-3161 

VALLIANT Groundhog Bruncheon, Feb 6, First 
United Methodist Church. (580} 933-5050 
VI AN Loon Watch ond Tour, Jon 3,9. 17, 23, 31 „ 
Ten killer State Park. (918) 4896641 


WAUR1KA Western Writers Winter Roundup, 
Feb 7, Chisholm Trail Historical Museum |58GJ 
228-2166 

WAYNOKA Little Sahara Wild Game Feed, Feb 
7 , Downtown. (580) 824- 1 47 1 

Visit oklahomotoday.com or 
travebk.com for more listings. 

Doles ond times ore subject lo change; please 
confirm before attending any event The Events Guide 
h a free service published on a space-available 
basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of the 
event that includes date, pbce, address, and both 
a contact telephone number and a phone number 
that can be published Notices must arrive at 
Oklahoma Today three calendar months prior to 
publication (i.e, May/June 2004 events must 
arrive by February 1], Events Guide, Oklahoma 
Today, 1 5 North Robinson, Suite 1 00, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73102 Fox: (405} 522 4588. Email: 
eve n tsgui de@o k la h o motaday . com , We co n not to ke 
listings over the telephone 
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JIM ARGO 


T H E E N D 


He hos an invaluable record that needs to be treasured as much as any arl. 

— Jim Argo on Fred W. Marvel's photography 



The Good Life 

For thirty-five years, Fred W. Marvel has captured the essence of Oklahoma* 


I TS A NUMBERS GAME. THIRTY-FIVE YEARS. SEVEN! 7- 
seven counties. Thousands of photographs. Each defines Fred 
Marvel s career. Sixty-year-old Marvel lias been clicking his shutter 
for more than three decades its the photographer lor the Oklahoma 
Tourism and Recreation Department, traveling miles of terrain 
and capturing images of his home state. For Marvel, its a passion 
and a way of life. 

Car trouble on a journey from Wyoming to Florida in the 
Forties serendipirouslv planted Marvel’s family in Tulsa, where It is 
father eventually established a photo-finishing business and later 
spent time taking yearbook portraits in rural school districts. It 
was during those formative years that Marvel discovered his 
love for the lens. 

School-day afternoons were .spent in his fathers 
photo laboratory, first as work, then for fun. The 
fascination grew as Marvel did and would earn him 
the title of photographer for his school districts news- 



paper and high school yearbook, a position he once again held at 
the University of Tulsa, where he graduated in 1965. A year lactr, 
Marvel joined the Oklahoma Industrial Development and Park 
Department and, except for two years in rhe Vietnam War, has 
been shooting on the states behalf ever since. 

Marvel claims no favorite destination, instead saying, “My 
favorite place is where I am,” Friend and colleague Jim Argo, 
photo editor for The Oklahoman, says, “Marvel is the number-one 
ambassador for the state of Oklahoma,” 

After celebrating his thirty-fifth year in February 2003, the 
lifelong shurterbug officially hung up his tourism department 
camera bag and retired October 31, 2003- He now spends his 
days traveling with his wife Mary and working on special projects 
around die state. 

Will Marvel put away rhe camera for good? “Only when they 
run out of things to photograph,” he says. Sounds like a snapshot 
of a picture-perfect life. — Andrea Lopez 


Fred W, Marvel is one of 25,000 photographers who set out to document a week 
of American life in May 2003. Marvel's shot of the Blue Whale near Catoosa— one 
of more than a million images submitted— made the finol cut for America 24/7 (DK, 
2003). Above: A collection of Marvel's fovorite photographs. 


Refreshment Galley 




FOLDING ARMREST 


Oklahoma's 
Premier Charter 
Ser /ice 


FGLDNG FOOT REST 


ADJUSTABLE HEADREST 


Group Seating 


Whativer Your Group 


Whati/ir Your Occasion 

OP . DESTINATION 


Tims Unis Excites Your IxpictAtiONS 


Fewer Seats. More Room. 



ioox Your Tims Liner To&ayI 


6560 S.E. 74TH STREET 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73135 
(405) 741-TIME • (866) 895-TIME 

WWW.GOT1MELINES.COM 









Doctors Recommend At Least 8 Glasses Of Water Per Day. 


Boating, Swimming. Skiing. Fishing, Even lakeside lodging, camping and golfing. We've got your daily dose 
of aquatic excitement at many of our 50 state parks and resorts. Right here, in Oklahoma. 
800-654-8240 oklahomaparks.com 


So Close. So Fun. So Affordable. 

OKI, HOMA 

Parks. Resorts & Golf 


Beavers Bend 


La ke M u r ray La ke Texo ma 


Robbers Cave 


Roman Nose 


Western Hills 




